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The Incidence and Significance of Mixed 
Infection in Tuberculous Mastitis. 


By H. T. Matthews, B.V.Sc., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., 
Liverpool Veterinary Department. 


It is recognised that one of the most important clinical 
features of tuberculous mastitis is the absence of anv 
sign of an actively inflammatory process. The slow, 
apparently benign, growth of the typical tuberculous udder, 
distinguishes it from the more common infections. But 
close scrutiny of case after case will reveal to the careful 
clinician repeated small indications that the quarter ts 
being, or has been, subjected to damage other than that 
attributed to the tubercle bacillus. 

By repeated observation of details, unimportant in them- 
selves, but notable in the sum, a clinician may form an 
opinion, which gradually grows into conviction, and yet 
he is unable to demonstrate the process by which he 
arrives at such a state. Having formed the opinion, long 
ago, that mixed infection is too frequent in cases of 
tuberculous mastitis to be explained by mere coincidence, 
I have made notes of fifty cases in series, in an attempt 
to justify what is now a conviction, that organisms other 
than tubercle play an important part in the development 
of the tuberculous udder. The difficulty now is to assess 
the evidence which will be worthy of the attention of a 
pathologist. 

In twenty-seven of the fifty cases, there was some indi- 
cation of impurity, but the evidence is not such as would 
be universally acceptable. The list is reduced, by a process 
of drastic elimination, to eleven cases in which tubercle 
was not alone in its attack. 

The points of evidence fall naturally into three groups— 
clinical, elementary laboratory and macroscopic post- 
mortem. For purposes of this series, I have accepted, as 
mixed infections, only such cases as show points of 
evidence falling within at least two of the three groups, 
thus ensuring a degree of confirmation. 

CutnicaL.—It can reasonably be assumed that in the 
ordinary course of tuberculous mastitis, swelling is the 
only one of the cardinal signs of inflammation presented. 
Pain, manifested on palpation, I therefore regard as non- 
tuberculous in origin. Heat and redness, I have found only in 
conjunction with pain, and so are unnecessary except as 
confirmatory evidence. But, unless strictly localised and 
clearly traumatic in origin, one could regard any of these 
three in the udder, as indicating the activity of organisms 
other than tubercle. Minute flakes in otherwise normal- 
appearing milk are similarly interpreted. Flakes may he 
present in the later stages of pure tuberculous mastitis, 
or in material obtained from a dry cow with a tuberculous 
udder, but the whole character of the fluid is changed at the 
same time. Bran-like scales or scabs over the opening of 
the teat-duct, when the remaining teats are clean of such, 


are, in my experience, an indication of bacterial activity 
in the quarter itself. Fortunately, for purposes of this 
series, it has not been necessary to depend on such lesions 
alone, though it would probably be justified. 

It frequently happens that one encounters, not signs of 
present inflammatory activity, but relics of the immediate 
or distant past. Of these I accept three :—Induration of 
the whole length of the teat canal as compared with the 
other teats ; marked atrophy of the quarter with diminution 
of function; scars of deep abscesses, as indicated by ad- 
hesion of skin and quarter. 

I reject the following as being insufficient in themselves 
to be put forward as evidence, though often associated 
with inflammatory mastitis :—Thickening of the skin and 
cedema, which may be physiological, or the result of 
vigorous rubbing in an endeavour to reduce the quarter; 
lesions involving only the skin of the quarter or teat; 
operation-, trauma- or pox-scars ; black teat-end, bruised or 
sore teats ; stenosis or fistula of the teat-duct ; history, un- 
less corroborated and definite as to date. 

Laporatory.—For years it has been my practice to 
examine, microscopically, a smear of centrifuged deposit 
from every sample of milk taken, by Gram’s method as 
well as by Ziehl-Neelsen. The search is very cursory, 
seldom occupying more than two minutes. With such 
experience one comes to associate a microscopic finding 
or organisms and cytology, with a more or less definite 
clinical condition. The whole process is admittedly incon- 
clusive, and the mere presence of organisms other than 
tubercle, even in numbers, is not proof of their patho- 
genicity. But, employing the same care in the collection 
of samples from clinically normal udders, or even the 
clinically normal quarters of the tuberculous udder, it is 
unusual to find any organisms at all, unless more elaborate 
methods are employed, and certainly not in the numbers 
I am about to quote. In view of the fact that in no case 
of this series is the microscogic demonstration of organisms 
submitted as evidence of mixed infection, unless accom- 
panied by clinical or post-mortem change in the udder 
tissue, I suggest that findings such as the following are 
good testimony that the bacteria were not there by chance, 
and had probably done damage. ‘ 

The milk is taken from the clean, not sterilised, teat, 
direct into a sterile bottle, after rejecting the first two 
streams drawn, and examined within six hours. I accept 
the following findings :—Chains of streptococci of six or 
more elements; diplos in the proportion of one diplo to 
every five fields examined, or in clusters; isolated round 
cocci, consistently disposed about the smear, and in the 
proportion of one to every ten fields examined, or any 
staphylococcose cluster of six or more elements. In some 
cases what I have recorded as a streptococcus may actually 
have been a staphylococcus, and vice versa, because cul- 
tures were not made. 

Phagocytosis is taken. into account as increasing the 
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value of the evidence. Such points as exact shape and size, 
capsule-formation, visible multiplication of many of the 
organisms simultaneously, appear too definite to be of real 
value. Nor does incubation at room-temperature seem to 
be consistently significant. Fairly common findings, such 
as a Gram-positive bacillus, even with a peculiar cytological 
picture, and all Gram-negative organisms, I reject for 
purposes of this series only. In all but one of the fifty 
cases, tubercle bacilli were demonstrated microscopically 
from the same deposit. 

Post-MORTEM.—Liquid pus in the udder tissue or ducts 
is regarded as not tuberculous in origin, and therefore 
evidence of mixed infection. 

Inflammatory congestion, not confined to a small surface 
area, is probably never directly referable to pure tubercle. 
Though it make no difference to the present series, I should 
be inclined to accept it. I reject cedema and teat-lesions. 

Association of differing organisms in a disease process 
may be coincidence or an unholy alliance. In tuberculous 
mastitis I think the latter is true and common. If the 
limited observations I have been able to make should be 
confirmed, or rather supported, by thorough pathological 
investigation, some questions of interest, and perhaps 
importance, arise. 

The exact mode of infection of the udder with tubercle, 
whether it be commonly by the blood stream, or a backward 
lymphatic spread by way of lymph vessels or tissue spaces, 
or the certainly less frequent route of the teat canal or a 
skin wound, leaves the clinician coid. But if tubercle . 
in the udder is often accompanied, or preceded, by other 
organisms, one is entitled to wonder whether a mild attack 
of mastitis does not constitute a pre-tuberculous state. The 
word ‘‘ mild ’’ is deliberate, because quarters which are 
subjected to such violent infection as to lose function 
completely, and subsequently atrophy away, do not appear 
to develop tuberculosis. There is some evidence in human 
medicine that damaged tissues constitute the most fertile 
soil for the growth of tubercle. It could be argued that it 
is peculiarly so in the bovine udder, whence it follows 
that common mastitis is an important factor in determining 
the incidence of tuberculous mastitis. 

On the other hand, there is the phenomenon known as 
“lighting up of a tuberculous focus,’’ which, applied to 
the udder, would mean that tubercle had already gained 
lodgement and was stimulated by a super-posed infeetion. 
Is this commonly the case? ‘‘ Breaking down” of a 
tuberculous lesion need hardly be considered in connection 
with the bovine mammary gland, though sinus formation 
is apparently the rule in the human breast. Again, there 
is the unlikely possibility that tubercle and other organisms 
advance to the attack simultaneously, The only remaining 
alternative to explain the co-existence of organisms, is that 
tubercle creates a state favourable to the multiplication 
of saprophytes in the milk passages, which is discounted 
by the demonstrable presence of clinical lesions. 

To use a metaphor, is tubercle a jackal, generally in- 
capable of capturing its own prey, lying in wait for a tiger 
to do the major part of the work, so that it can feast on 
the remains? Or is tubercle the tiger? Or do tubercle 
bacilli and say, streptococci, hunt in packs together ? 

When a cow develops a very active tuberculous periton- 
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if the animal lives long enough, without any special pre- 
paration of that-organ for the infection. It would be 
absurd to maintain that the bacillus of tuberculosis always 
needs an ally. But it appears that an alliance is common. 
The so-called acute tuberculous mastitis I have found to 
be, usually, a very definite mixed infection. 

The enquiry can usefully be extended to other organs 
and tissues of the body. Unfortunately there is no part 
that lends itself so completely to clinical investigation as 
the udder, so that such a task would have to be undertaken 
primarily by a pathologist, a reversal of natural order. 

Details of the fifty cases are given opposite in tabular 
form. 


Review, | 


[Diseases Transmitted from Animals to Man. By Prof. 

Thos. G. Hull, 29 illustrations and 350 pages of text. 
25s.  Bailliére, Tindall & Cox, 8 Henrietta Street, 
Covent Garden, London, W.C.] 

This is a work which will undoubtedly afford the utmost 
interest to the veterinary practitioner, no less than to the 
practitioner of human medicine, if only in consequence of 
the frequency with which he is interrogated by his clients 
as, to the possible risks they run from diseased animals in 
individual instances. 

It is most desirable that a veterinary surgeon should 
be entirely au fait with the whole matter and be able to 
give so well-informed an opinion as would do him credit 
in a court of law should litigation follow—as it sometimes 
does when disease in man is contracted from an animal. 

One is inclined, perhaps, to underestimate the number 
and variety of disease conditions which are capable of 
being passed from animal to man; but when the contents 
of Hull’s book are perused one is forcibly reminded how 
formidable is the list of such maladies. 

The volume is divided into five sections. No. 1 deals 
with those diseases of domestic animals and birds which 
are a source of danger to man. Section 2 treats of 
rodent affections, whilst No. 3 shows in what manner 
human diseases are spread by animals. Passive carriers 
of disease organisms are discussed in Section 4, the final 
part being a review of the réle played by each animal in 
the spread of disease. : 

The whole work is of absorbing interest and is very 
well written. It surely fills a long-felt want, and no 
practitioner’s library should be without a copy. 

The publishers are to be congratulated upon the excel- 
lence of their share of the production. H. K. 


Rejected Irish Bulls. 

‘Irish farmers are entitled to make the best market 
possible for their bulls that are rejected under the cattle 
improvement scheme in that country, but there is no 
reason why this class of sire should be ‘* dumped ”’ on 
this side of the channel, at any rate without resolute pro- 
test on otr part,’’ says the agricultural correspondent of 
The Times. ‘‘ There are more than enough undesirable 
bulls here already, and to allow the lower grades of Irish 
bulls to come in to aggravate the position is a mistake 
that calls for immediate and firm correction. Norfolk 
appears to be the favourable dumping ground for these 
undesirables, and the frequency of consignments in that 
quarter, sometimes not very definitely marked, has roused 
the county farmers to demand action that will be effective 
in stopping the proceeding. The claim is deserving of 
serious attention in responsible quarters,”’ 


Clinical and Case Reports. 
Equine Abortion with Unusual Features. 


By E. V. Kelly, M.R.C.V.S., Kells, Co. Meath. 


On December Ist, 1929, I was called to a thoroughbred 
mare who was found in her box in the morning with two 
dead foals which were aborted during the night. The 
placenta had been buried in the dung heap and was not 
examined. Vaginal examination revealed the os closed 
as if nothing had happened. As the temperature, taken 
every day for 5 or 6 days, kept normal and the mare was 
in perfect health it was assumed she had cleaned all right. 

On December 9th, she aborted another foetus, with en- 
velopes complete. Examination revealed a piece of placenta 
in the uterus, As this did not come away with gentle trac- 
tion it was left for two days and the uterus was douched 
in the meantime. It was then easily removed and beyond 
a discharge, which closed after treatment with daily anti- 
septic douches, the mare went on well. The piece of 
placenta was apparently from the first two foetuses aborted 
and the mare would probably have carried the third 
foal to full time but for retention of this. 

The peculiar thing was that the os was found closed 
normally after the first abortion although not more and 
probably less than 12 hours elapsed from the time the 
twins were aborted to the time the os was examined. 


Calcium Gluconate (Sandoz) in Milk Fever. 


By W. Collinson, M.R.C.V.S., Sheffield, 


No. 1. 

Subject.—Black cross-bred Shorthorn dairy cow; third 
calf. Attended April 15th, 1930. 

Cow down, unable to rise, head to side and animal par- 
tially comatose. Injected 250 c.c.’s of 10 per cent. 
solution Sandoz as supplied by the firm in 125 c.c. am- 
poules (2 ampoules). I used a 500 c.c. syringe and injected 
at six different points on the neck. Massaging the in- 
jected area well, I left instructions for the owner to 
massage the seat of injection every hour. 

On April 16th, I found the animal up and cudding, 
apparently normal in every respect, The owner said she 
got up 3 hours after inspection and gave 1} gallons of 
milk, and the following morning nearly, 3 gallons. She 
ate her usual food on the evening of injection and continued 
to do so from that time forward. There was no relapse. 
This cow was injected at 11 a.m. and was up at 2 p.m. 


Case No. 2. 

Subject.—-Roan cross-bred Shorthorn dairy cow. Third 
calf. On February 16th, 1930, she was down, unable to 
rise but conscious and eating. I injected 125 c.cs. Sandoz 
and heard no more from the owner. I saw him on the 
19th February and he told me that the cow did not get 
up until the following day, but that she appeared prac- 
tically normal when she did get up. 


Case No. 3. 
Subject.—Ewe, in lamb, On February 25th, 1930, she 
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was staggering and apparently blind, for when moved she 
ran into objects. I injected 125 c.c.’s Sandoz. I saw the 
owner next day, when he said she was quite normal. 


Case No. 4. 

Subject.—Black cross-bred Shorthorn cow. On March 
18th, 1930, she was found down and unable to rise. The 
head was turned to the side and she was partially comatose. 
I injected 250 c.c.’s Sandoz. I did not hear from the owner 
until March 20th, when he rang me up to attend. I found 
the cow still down, but bright ; she was eating and cudding, 
but could not rise. I applied 3 lb. mustard to the loins and 
left a liq. strych, mixture. The owner reported that she 
got up the same afternoon—possibly the mustard brightened 
her ideas in this respect. She made an uneventful recovery, 
and there was no relapse. 


Case No. 5. 

Subject.—Roan, dairy Shorthorn. On March 20th, 1930, 
she was found down, unable to rise and partially comatose. 
There was slight prolapse of the vagina. I injected 250 
c.c.’s Sandoz and raised her hind quarters by packing. | 
saw the owner on 23rd and he said he had sold the animal 
in the open market on the 22nd. She got up and appeared 
all right three hours after injection. 

Case No. 6. 

Subject.—Roan, dairy Shorthorn, third calf. When 
seen on March 23rd, 1930, down: she could rise, but 
was very unsteady and soon went down again. | 
injected 250 c.cs. 
up on the 25th, two days after, and said the cow was 
down again. She got up three hours after being injected 
on the 23rd and appeared normal until after milking on 
morning of 25th. I had no Sandoz by me so applied j Ib. 
mustard to the loins and left lig. strych. mixture. The 
owner said that she got up the same night. There has been 
no recurrence to date. 


Case No. 7. 

Subject.—-Shorthorn dairy cow, third calf. On April 
4th, 1930, this cow also was down: could rise, 
but was very unsteady and soon went down again. 
Injected 300 c.c.’s 10 per cent. Sandoz made up with 
boiling water. The animal was up and apparently normal 
in one hour and has had no relapse. This cow was 
injected at about 7 p.m.; the owner informed me_ that 
she had only given about one quart of milk. I saw her 
next morning, when he said she had given nearly 3 
gallons. There was no relapse. 


These are not many cases, but the results have been so 
satisfactory that I thought they were worth reporting. 

In my opinion the advantages of the treatment are 
(1) the non-interference with the udder; (2) while after 
inflation the animal is several days before coming to her 
milk, after this injection only a few hours elapse; (3) I 
get a good many cases of a big cow in a small, cramped 
cowshed and sometimes find inflating the udder rather 
a difficult proposition; it is easy to get at the neck to 
inject. I think massaging the seat of injection assists 
absorption and hastens recovery ; (4) I have found no local ill 
effects from injection; (5) if the animal should go down 
with mastitis, the owner cannot blame the injection as 
they sometimes do if this occurs after inflation of the 


udder. 


Sandoz. The owner rang me, 
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April Meeting of Council, N.V.M.A. 


Our recollection finds no parallel with the 
measure of intensive yet extended service de- 
manded of the governing body of the Association 
on the occasion of the quarterly meeting of 
Council, the proceedings of which are reported in 
this issue of the Record. Fortified for their six 
hours’ session as the members were by the pleas- 
ant function at the Holborn Restaurant which 
preceded it at the thoughtful instance of the 
President, the veriest glutton for work must have 
had his fill before the end was reached of an 
agenda of which each successive item appeared 
to present features of greater moment. 

Quite in train with the happy circumstances 
under which the members met, however, was the 
early intimation that Professor Wooldridge was 
rapidly approaching convalescence after his very 
serious illness—news which his fellow councillors 
received with feelings of gladness and relief. 

The first fence on the long course was raised 
by Colonel Brittlebank, who saw suspicious depth 
in the seemingly-innocent request from the 
Leather-sellers’ Company Warble-fly Committee 
for financial support for their eradication cam- 
paign, to be carried out through the medium of 
the agricultural organisers. Stressing the 
‘* serious danger of surrendering the field ’’ to 
these gentlemen, he desired that any grant should 
be made conditional on the whole of the measures 
being carried out under the superintendence of 
veterinary surgeons. Reassured though the 
Council were by Colonel Young’s reminder that 
the Company had invited three members of the 
profession to co-operate in the organisation of 
the scheme (which might be thought to acquit 
them of any charge of ignoring the profession), 
the letter of request was referred back and the 
representatives of the Association on the Com- 
mittee were asked to secure that the preventive 
treatment of cattle should be ensured to the pro- 
fession before the Council be asked again to 
consider the question of subscribing to the Fund. 

Members reverted to unanimity of opinion on a 
letter from Dr. Gordon Tippett, calling for the 
expression of the point of view (which he under- 
took to get brought before the Minister of Health 
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by a Member of Parliament) that those officers 
appointed to advise the Ministry of Health on 
agricultural matters having a veterinary bearing 
should be veterinary surgeons. On this issue 
Colonel Brittlebank again, and with a more em- 
phatic backing, raised the flag of protest against 
encroachment, declaring that the time was ripe 
for the profession to object to laymen holding 
highly-technical offices which lay within the pro- 
vince of the profession. This matter shared with 
that of consideration of the duties of veterinary 
advisory officers (which arose on the report of 
the Appointments Committee), the“dignity of re- 
mittance to a special committee. 

The correspondence section of the proceedings 
concluded, as it had commenced, with a welcome 
item in an application for affiliation from the 
newly-formed Northern Rhodesia V.M.A., the en- 
thusiastic acquiescence of the Council bringing 
to eight the total of affiliated organisations ovei- 
seas. 

Inevitably reports of committees are frequently 
tedious, though necessary, recitations of detailed 
routine, but on this occasion the Finance and 
General Purposes and the Editorial Committees 
led off the series with pronouncements on a high 
plane of interest. The burden of both was success- 
ful change. ‘The Association was now comfort- 
ably and commodiously established in its new 
quarters at 2, Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, 
secured on a seven years’ lease, and the trans- 
ference of the printing centre of its journal from 
Birmingham to London had been smoothly and 
profitably accomplished. 

Discussion on the report of the Finance Com- 
mittee revealed a little fact that many members 
will be interested to note, namely, that not all 
insurance offices are unprepared to grant to 
veterinary surgeons the concession now allowed 
to medical men, whereby the latter are covered 


by the usual private policy against claims arising . 


when a car is being driven for professional pur- 
poses by an Assistant. 

Perhaps as possessing the vigour of youth, the 
most recently-formed standing committee of the 
‘* National ’’—the Organising Committee—was 
entrusted with the important task of recommend- 
ing a basis of representation which should give 
the lie to the canard that the parent body pos- 
sesses a London bias. This committee was 
charged with the duty of examining the reports 
received from Divisions in response to the 


Council’s enquiry as to their views on the con- 
crete proposition that its numbers should be in- 
creased by the addition of 25 members nominated 
from and elected by the general bods of members. 
These replies revealed a widespread acquiescence 
in the Council’s own wish that the basis of repre- 
sentation should be broadened, but there was no 
conclusive volume of evidence in favour of the 
suggested plan. The Committee were thrown 
back, therefore, on the compromise between the 
present position and that which formerly obtained, 
that Divisional representation should be increased 
to one for every 35 members or portion thereof, 


the Hon. Secretaries remaining as ex-officio | 


members. This recommerdation found favour 
with the Council for presentation to an Extra- 
ordinary Annual General Meeting. In further 
proof of their determination to pursue the policy 
of decentralisation as a means of securing fair 
representation for provincial opinion, the Council 
unanimously endorsed the recommendation of the 
Organising Committee that one meeting of the 
Council, other than that held on the occasion of 
the Annual Congress, each year, should take 
place outside London. At the same time the 
President assured the representative of the Dum- 
fries and Galloway Division, which had pressed 
for a meeting in the North, that it would be held 
as far in their direction as was practicable. 

Much of the remaining time of the Council was 
spent in Committee and was devoted to the con- 
sideration of reports and resolutions concerning 
the action taken in regard to appointments upon 
which a ban had been deemed necessary. In 
this connection the Council welcomed a resolution 
of thanks from the Scottish Branch recording that 
body’s cordial appreciatign of the action taken 
by the Association to ensure the appointment of 
a veterinarian to the post of Director of the 
Animal Diseases Research Association Institute 
at Moredun, Edinburgh. The meeting passed, 
with unanimity and acclamation, a resolution ex- 
pressing the Council’s high appreciation of those 
members of the profession who did not apply, or 
who withdrew. their applications for the post, 
and its displeasure with certain members who 
had adopted a contrary course. 

The Council had before it the Scottish Branch 
scheme for the Eradication of Bovine Tubercu- 
losis, and congratulated the Branch on_ their 


efforts to solve what is admittedly a very difficult 


problem, Going a step further at the instance of 


a 

KUM 
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Professor Gaiger, who feared forestallment 
through inaction, the Veterinary Officers and 
Public Health Committee were instructed to study 
the scheme and to consider whether or not any 
steps should be taken to formulate a scheme for 
England and Wales. 

A small Provisional Committee was now ap- 
pointed to make the limited arrangements neces- 
sary for this year’s N.V.M.A. gathering at 
Central Hall, Westminster, on August 2nd, to 
be followed by a discussion, with local authority 
veterinary officers, on the suggested revision of 
the milk grades. 

Attention was finally directed to the motion, 
standing in the name of Major Dunkin, for the 
supersession of the Editorial Committee by a paid 
Editor (lay or professional) and a permanent con- 
sultative committee of three. 

The now attenuated Council soon came to the 
conclusion that numbers, time and vigour were 
no longer sufficient for the exhaustive discussion 
that so drastic a proposal demanded, and, it 
being made clear that the motion implied no 
reflection on those at present responsible for the 
production of the journal, it was agreed to invite 
the Editorial Committee to acquaint the Council 
with their views. 


Bovine Tuberculosis Inquiry. 


The sub-committee appointed by the People’s League of 
Health to make a survey of the situation regarding tuber- 
culosis of bovine origin in Great Britain is starting work, 
and the first committee meeting took place on April 30th. 

The Royal College of Physicians, the Royal College of 
Surgeons, and the British Medical Association have ap- 
pointed representatives to serve upon the Committee, of 
which the following are members :—Sir Robert Armstrong- 
Jones, Professor W. E. Dixon, Professor J. C. Drumrhond, 
Professor Leonard Findlay, Sir Robert Jones, Bart. ; Pro- 
fessor J. C. Grant Ledingham, Professor Dame Louise 
M’llroy, Dr. A. S. M. MacGregor, Glasgow; Dr. P. 
Manson-Bahr, Sir John Robertson, Mr. Arthur Gofton, 
Chief Veterinary Inspector, Edinburgh; Dr. Somerville 
Hastings, M.p.; Dr. Charles Oliver Hawthorne, repre- 
senting the British Medical Association; Professor F. T. G. 
Hobday, Principal, Royal Veterinary College; Dr. W. 
Hunter, representing the Royal College of Physicians; 
Dr. T. J. Mackie, Professor J. J. R. Macleod, Aberdeen 
University; and Dr. Wm. Robertson, M.o.H., Edinburgh. 


Results obtained by the West of Scotland Agricultural 
College from the figures of the Scottish Milk Records 
Association indicate clearly that on the average heifers 
produce milk of a higher butter fat content in their first 
lactation than they do in later life. This is of importance 


where an effort is being made to breed for butter fat. If. 


a heifer has been given a fair trial in her first lactation 
and produces milk of poor quality, she need not be expected 
to do better in this respect in later life.—A,. C. McCanpuisn, 


National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 


Quarterly Meeting of Council. 


The second quarterly meeting of Council for the year 
was held on Tuesday, April 2nd, 1930, at 10 Red Lion 
Square, London, W.C.1, the proceedings occupying from 
3 p.m, to 8.30 p.m. 

The President, Mr. G. P. Male, of Reading, occupied 
the chair, and there were also present Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley, Lt.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, Mr. W. H. Brooke, 
Professor J. B. Buxton, Mr. J. C. Coleman, Principal 
J. F. Craig (President, R.C.V.S.), Mr. F. A. Davidson, 
Mr. H. J. Dawes (Hon, Secretary), Major B. De Vine, 
Major G. W. Dunkin, Mr. R. E. Glover, Major F. L. 
Gooch, Capt. W. S. Gordon, Principal F. T. G. Hobday, 
Mr. W. J. Ironside, Professor J. Share-Jones, Major 
Hamilton Kirk, Professor James Macqueen, Capt. J. F. 
Macdonald, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Mr. W. C. Miller, Dr. 
F. C. Minett, Major-General Sir John Moore, Capt. S. J. 
Motton, Mr. R. Barons Nelder, Major R. H. H. Over, 
Major D. S. Rabagliati, Mr. W. D. Rees, Capt. J. R. 
Rider, Capt. H. L. Roberts, Col. P. J. Simpson, Capt. R. 
Simpson, Capt. W. K. Townson, Mr. J. Willett, Capt. 
W. G. Wragg and Colonel W. A. Wood, together with 
Mr. F. Langley (Solicitor) and Mr. F. Knight (Secretary). 

The minutes of the January Meeting of Council, having 
been published in the Record, were taken as read and were 
confirmed and signed. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


(1) From the following gentlemen, apologising for their 
inability to attend the meeting :— 

Mr. J. H. Carter (owing to ill health), Mr. J. Clarkson, 
Major J. Facer, Mr. P. J. Howard, Mr. H. V. Hughes, 
Mr. Richard Hughes, Major T. M. Inglis, Mr. H. C. I. 
Kelly, Mr. J. S. Lloyd, Capt. J. McAllan, Capt. N. H. 
MacAlister, Major J. G. McGregor, Major E. S. Martin, 
Mr. W. Nairn, Major H. Peele, Mr. C. E. Perry, Capt. 
W. S. Petrie, Capt. H. C. Rockett, Mr. H. P. Standley, 
Dr. A. W. Whitehouse (owing to illness), Professor 
Wooldridge (owing to illness) and Mr. E. Alfred West 
(Hon, Treasurer). 

The Council heard with great relief of the improvement 
in Professor Wooldridge’s condition, and it was agreed 
to send to Professor and Mrs. Wooldridge a letter ex- 
pressing sympathy with them in the former’s serious 
illness and the Council’s hope that he would soon be 
restored to a full measure of health and strength. 

It was also decided to send to Mrs. Carter and family 
a letter of sympathy in the grave illness of Mr. J. H. 
Carter. 

(2) From the Hon. Secretary of the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland, the purpose of which was explained 
by the Presipent, who said that it was a question of the 
action taken by the V.M.A. of Ireland against a large 
Dublin firm of bacon curers who had complained that 
the veterinary inspectors had exceeded their duties, The 
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V.M.A. of Ireland had asked for the support of the 
N.V.M.A., and they also took action themselves. He was 
very glad to say that the outcome was very satisfactory 
and that they had got what they wanted, The Secretary 
read the letter which recorded this result. On the proposi- 
tion of the Hox. Secretary, seconded by Capt. Morton, 
it Was agreed that a letter of congratulation be sent. 

(3) From the Hon, Secretary to the LeatherseHers’ 
Warble-Fly Committee, as follows :— 

am directed by the Leathersellers’ Company’s 
Warble-Fly Committee to inform you that a scheme has 
heen adopted and will be carried out during the Spring 
of this year, having for its object the reduction and, if 
possible, the extermination of the warble-fly. 

“The scheme comprises the organisation of a general 
campaign by means of (a) educational propaganda to 
develop and stimulate the interest of farmers throughout 
the country to treat their cattle with a view to exter- 
minate warble, and (b) the carrying out of carefully con- 
ducted demonstrations in selected areas in regard to which 
full and complete records will be kept. 

‘* The work in regard to (a) comprises the circulation of 
leaflets and instructional pamphlets amongst all farmers 
and stockholders in every country; lectures on and demon- 
strations of treatment of cattle at meetings of farmers 
and stockholders. An adequate supply of approved derris 
powder is to be easily available in all districts. The 
appointment of suitable persons to keep records of treat- 
ment and results. 

“In regard to (b) the work comprises the organisation 
of carefully-controlled demonstrations in the Spring of 
1930 by such counties as are prepared to undertake work 
of this nature, the objective being to demonstrate the 
possibility of effecting a reduced infestation of cattle in 
the Spring of 1931 by killing warble grubs in the backs 
of all cattle within selected areas during the Spring of 1930. 

“The work of the campaign will be carried out by 
County Agricultural Committees and Agricultural Or- 
ganisers in the various counties acting in conjunction with 
the local representatives of the National Farmers’ Union. 

“It is estimated that a sum of at least £2,000 will be 
required to finance the proposed campaign, and towards 
this amount the Empire Marketing Board has promised 
a grant of half the cost of the proposed campaign, subject 
to a maximum expenditure from the Empire Marketing 
Fund of £1,000. The Leathersellers’ Company has pro- 
mised to contribute up to £250, and the United Tanners’ 
Federation, through the Hide Improvement Society, has 
promised a like sum. 

“In view of the necessity of obtaining immediate 
financial support, I am directed to appeal to your Associa- 
tion to contribute towards the £2,000 required to carry 
out the proposed campaign. 

The Leathersellers’ Company has been appointed 
Treasurer of the Fund, and cheques should be made 
payable to ‘ The Leathersellers’ Company,’ or Order.”’ 


The PrestpENT said that he could tell the Council some- 
thing about that matter as he was a member of the 
Committee that enquired into the activities of the warble- 
fly. Professor Wooldridge was representing the Associa- 
tion on that Committee and, more recently, Colonel Dunlop 
Young had also joined it, From experimental work it 
had been found that derris root was very effective in killing 
warbles on the backs of cattle. Other treatments had 
been tried, but they were not satisfactory, and it seemed 
that the proper way to get rid of the pest was to treat 
the warbles on the backs of these animals during a certain 
time ‘of the vear when they were developing under the 
skin. He thought they might well support the objects of 
that Committee, because it was very necessary that a 
concrete effort should be made throughout the country to 


get rid of those warbles. He hoped that the Association 
would respond to that appeal for funds, if it was only to 
a small amount, to show that they were desirous of 
encouraging the scheme. 

Mr. COLEMAN proposed that a donation of £3 3s. 0d. 
be made. 

Principal Hospay seconded. 

Major De Vine enquired who derived the benefit: from 
the funds thus raised. It seemed to him that this was 
a matter which should be taken up by the Ministry of 
Agriculture. As he saw it, the tanners would derive 
benefit, but scarcely the farmer. 

The Presipent replied that the farmer would derive 
benefit, because his cattle would better and he 
would get more for the hides. 

Colonel BritrLenank said that he would like to ask 


where the veterinary profession came in in this matter, . 


Had the profession been asked to take any leading part 
in that experimental work, or was it all being done by 
the agricultural organisers? Were they not running a 
serious danger of surrendering their field to those 
agricultural organisers? Nobody was keener on research 
and a public-spirited policy than he was, but he did object 
to surrendering their field to a body of men who, he sub- 
mitted with the greatest respect, had no capacity whatever 
for carrying out research in that particular field. He 
thought that they should be very careful as to how far 
they were prepared to support those claims made by bodies 
which had not yet, so far as he was able to learn, asked 
for any assistance in the research work necessary to com- 
plete a proper investigation in the treatment of that 
condition. 

Mr. CoLeMan remarked that he took the President's 
statement that he was a member of that Committee as 
a sufficient guarantee that veterinary assistance had been 
sought in the matter. 

The Presipent said that Professor Wooldridge and 
Colonel Young were the representatives of the N.V.M.A. 
on the Committee; he himself was the representative of 
the Bath and West Agricultural Society. In answer to 
Colonel Brittlebank he ought to say that the Ministry of 
Agriculture carried out research work on that subject some 
years ago, before the War, and nothing further came of it. 

Colonel BrittLERANK observed that he was very glad to 
hear that (as had been stated by Major RapaGiiati) the 
services rendered on that Committee by Mr. Male, Pro- 
fessor Wooldridge and Colonel Young had been appreciated, 
but he had yet to learn that the Leathersellers’ Company, 
who were the moving spirits in that work, had definitely 
said that they had invited the veterinasy profession t» 
assist in that matter, except to ask for financial help 
from them, It was a subject in which he had taken a 
good deal of interest, because the original investigation 
into the ravages of that fly commenced in Cheshire, where 
Eleanor Omerod carried out a long and careful series 
of investigations. He was aware that many steps had 
been taken subsequently, but he was very jealous of the 
fact that they were surrendering treatments of specified 
conditions into the hands of Agricultural Advisers. That 
point, he thought, was the crux of the whole problem. 
If the Leathersellers’ Company were prepared to say that 
the whole of those measures should be carried out under 
the superintendence of Veterinary surgeons, he was quite 
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prepared to vote that a substantial grant be made by that 
Association, but otherwise he was in distinct disagreement. 

He was sorry to have to differ from the President and 
others who had spoken in favour of a grant under existing 
conditions, but he did think that it was time that that 
Association took a stand against the encroachments of those 
people who had no veterinary qualifications in a field which 
was essentially theirs. 

Colonel YounG said that the very fact that the Leather- 
sellers’ Company had invited these members of the pro- 
fession to associate themselves with them in that work 
showed that the veterinary profession had not been ig- 
nored. He thought the Council might rest assured, insofar 
as Mr. Male, Professor Wooldridge and himself were con- 
cerned, that sight should not be lost of the interests of the 
profession and that these would not be handed over to the 
Agricultural Organisers. (Applause.) 

The object of raising that money was to start propa- 
ganda all over the country to induce the farmer to take 
some interest in his warble-affected animals. Probably 
by stimulating an active interest they would get the 
farmer to see that the treatment was carried out under 
the supervision of his veterinary surgeon. In any event, 
it was imperative that experimental work should be done 
in certain areas under certain bodies such as the County 
Councils, and he thought it would be up to the County 
Councils to get their Veterinary Officer appointed on the 
Committee which was going to deal with those animals 
in carrying out experimental treatment. 

If the Association sat back and did nothing it would 
look as though the profession were taking no interest in 
the thing whatever, and he could assure them that every- 
thing that their representatives on the Committee could 
do to ensure acceptance of the view that the veterinary 
surgeon was the right man to superintend the treatment 
would be done. 

Dr. Suare-Jones said that Colonel Brittlebank, he 
thought, had in mind what had been disturbing a number 
of them for some time, and that was the very definite 
encroachment that was being made, not only in this country 
but in others, on the one side by the agricultural interest 
and on the other side by the medical interest. Surely if 
there existed on the side of a society of that -kind or on 
the side of the agriculturists a real appreciation of the 
mission of veterinary science, the view of the LeatherselJers 
and of the agriculturists would have been: ‘* Here is a 
matter in which a good deal of investigation is required 
and, on the other hand, here is the profession that ought 
to be doing it,’’ and it would be for them to send along a 
communication to the representative body of the profession 
(that would be that body, as far as that investigation was 
concerned) with the request that they might undertake it. 

He thought that Colonel Brittlebank was quite right, 
and that he had touched upon what was undoubtedly a 
grave danger. 

Major Dunkin stated that the dressing of cattle was 
about to be carried out by the Agricultural Adviser of 
Middlesex and his assistants, and, so far as the scheme 
he had seen was concerned, neither the word “ veterinary ” 
nor the words “* veterinary surgeon *’ were mentioned. 

Colonel BrirTLEBANK moved, as an amendment, “ that 
the letter be referred back, and that the representatives of 
the N.V.M.A. be asked to secure that the matter of the 


preventive treatment of cattle should be properly ensured 
to the veterinary profession before the Council is asked to 
consider the question of subscribing to the fund.”’ 

Mr. McIntrosu seconded the amendment. 

Major Over expressed the view that the giving of expert 
advice on this question by the profession should be recog- 
nised as a sufficient donation. 

The PRresipent said that he was sorry that Professor 
Wooldridge was not present, because he was the Associa- 
tion’s representative, but he could assure them, on his 
behalf, that the interests of the profession had not been lost 
sight of. It was difficult enough to get the farmers to 
treat the animals themselves even if .hey gave them the 
necessary dressing, and he was quite sure that none of 
them would pay a veterinary surgeon to do it. The Agri- 
cultural Advisers were only carrying out supervision of 
the work for the farmers and he felt that many members 
of the profession would think it rather derogatory to take 
up the dressing of cattle for warble-fly. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES was of opinion that, so far from being 
derogatory, such action would enable the public of this 
country to realise the extent to which the animal industry 
was affected by that trouble; moreover, the veterinary 
man was about the only one who could take a comprehen- 
sive view of it, for, on the one hand, you had the Leather- 
sellers estimating the cost to them at approximately a 
million a year, and, on the other, the Meat Traders’ Federa- 
tion put the loss to their industry at anything up to one- 
and-a-half millions a _ year. That two-and-a-half 
millions a year on a capital sum of 40 millions. That 
was a greater loss to this country than that sustained from 
all the infectious diseases put together. 

The President now put the amendment, which was carried 
by a majority, then finding favour with the meeting as the 
substantive motion. 

(4) From Dr. Gordon Tippett, Harley Street, W, stating : 

“ Dr. Bullock, of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, suggested my approaching you on the following 
matter. At an interview with the Medical Officers of the 
Ministry of Health I was informed that they had two 
Veterinary Officers who kept them informed. 

Colonel Fremantle, M.p., forced an admission from the 
Minister of Health that these Veterinary Officials were 
not veterinary surgeons at all. This I had been privately 
informed was the case by Professor Hobday and Colonel 
Brittlebank. It is obviously essential that such officials 
should be fully qualified veterinary surgeons and on receipt 
of a resolution from your Association I will get that point 
of view brought before the Minister by a Member of 
Parliament. As well as whole-time officials, certain con- 
sulting veterinary surgeons ought to be available for the 
Ministry of Health and I would like to suggest that such 
should be included in your recommendation.”’ 

The letter was received with applause. 

Mr. CoLeMan said that that was a very important matter. 
Would it not be advisable to appoint a small committee, 
with power to act, to consider the matter and draft the 
requisite resolution? He moved accordingly. 

Colonel Simpson enquired if the Council were to under- 
stand from that letter that no veterinary surgeons were 
ever consulted by the Ministry of Health, because he 
thought, if that was so, that that was not quite correct. 

Captain WrRacG replied that it was the practice of the 
Ministry of Health to take the advice «f the veterinary 
officers of the Ministry of Agriculture on subjects on which 
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Colonel BRITTLEBANK said that that was a matter of 
considerable history, and as the names of Major Hobday 
and himself had been mentioned it would be just as well 
to make it clear to what he objected. It was that in the 
Milk (Special Designations) Order, an order which had 
been in existence since 1922, there were two gentlemen 
appointed whose business is was to inspect farms and 
grant licences under that Order. Those people had con- 
tinuously been held up as possessing certain special quali- 
fications for controlling that work, an essential part of 
which was concerned with the health of the animal. 

They would, perhaps, remember that some while ago 
a deputation proceeded to the Ministry of Health to protest. 
They were received by an Under-Secretary, and they got 
a partially-satisfactory undertaking that the inspection 
of cattle with regard to health would be allocated to veterin- 
ary surgeons. That had only partially been complied with, 
znd work was still being done by men who possessed 
no qualifications whatever for supervising herds under the 
Milk (Special Designations) Order. He thought the time 
was well ripe when they should object to laymen 
filling their highly-technical offices. He thought that Mr. 
Coleman’s resolution that a small committee, with power 
to act, be appointed, should be adopted, and he seconded 
the motion. 

Mr. Davipson asked that the Committee should also 
consider the position in Scotland. The Scottish Board 
of Health did consult the veterinary inspectors, but there 
was no veterinary surgeon holding an official position on 
the Board, which was entirely separate from the Ministry 
of Health in England. 

After discussion, it was decided not to embody the sug- 
gestion in the motion, but that the committee should feel 
that, if it were deemed necessary to take other steps, they 
were at liberty to do so. .- 

The motion was then put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 

The Committee was appointed, as follows: Colonel 
Brittlebank, Mr. Coleman, Mr. Davidson, Major Rabagliati, 
Dr. Share-Jones and Captain Simpson. 

(5) From the Secretary to the Organising Committee of 
the Second International Congress for Sex Research, in- 
viting the Association to designate delegates to the Con- 
gress to be held in the House of the British Medical 
Association, Tavistock Square, London, from August 3rd- 
9th, 1930. Principal Hobday and Mr. W. C. Miller were 
appointed to represent the Association. 

(6) From the Interim Hon. Secretary of the recently- 
formed Northern Rhodesia V.M.A., applying for affiliatior 
with the Association. 

The Presipent said that he was sure they were all very 
pleased to be able to add a new link to the chain. Would 
someone move that the application be accepted and an 
appreciative letter sent? 

Mr. McIntosu moved, amid applause, and Mr. Davipson 
seconded, the motion being carried with enthusiasm. 


MEMBERSHIP. 

Resignations.—The following gentlemen tendered their 
resignations from membership of the Association, the 
majority because of ill-health or retirement from practice : 
Messrs. J. Aulton (Colchester), W. F. Barrett (Wisbech), 
Major G. D. Norman (Nailsea), and Mr. J. M. Walker 


(Newcastle-upon-Tyne). These resignations were accepted 
with regret, on the proposition of the Hon. SEcRETARY, 
seconded by Major 

Elections.—A large number of gentlemen, having been 
nominated and having paid their subscriptions, sought 
election to membership as follows: Messrs. Wm. Andrew 
(Hurst Green), Ernest Beaumont (Nairobi), D. Blyth 
(Braintree), J. H. Carr (Kingstown), R. H. Connochie (St. 
Boswells), Charles B. Davidson (Edinburgh), W. S. 
Davison (Edinburgh), lan A. Galloway (Hampstead), G. E. 
Gibson (Newport Pagnell), C. Hargreaves (Chester), A. P. 
Harris (Limerick Junction), C. Harvey (Bedford), S. P. 
Hendry (Rotherham), J. G. Hoban (Whitchurch), R. Trevor 
Howells (Bishop’s Castle), I. H. R. Irwin (Loughborough), 
Lieut.-Colonel G. P. Knott (R.A.V.C.), Messrs. R. E. 
Lloyd (Fishguard), J. B. MecKinna (Huddersfield), M. 
Purcell (Mullingar), James Reid (London), G. H. Thomas 
(Holyhead), R. T. Wiggins (Preston), Captain H. B. 
Williams (Sudan) and Mr. W. H. Williamson (Cricklewood). 

The Prestpent observed that they were always glad to 
receive the names of applicants for membership, and he 
hoped that Members of Council did all that they could to 
influence other members of the profession to join the 
Association. 

The elections were made, amid applause, on the proposi- 
tion of Colonel Simpson, seconded by Major Kirk. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE. 

Colonel Simpson (Chairman) read the following report 
of this Committee and moved its reception and adoption :— 

Four meetings of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee have been held during the past quarter. 

By arrangement with Gray’s Inn the Committee has 
leased larger and more suitable premises at No. 2, Veru- 
lam Buildings, for seven years as from March 25th, 1930, at 
a rent of £100 a year, exclusive of rates. Decorations, 
alterations and repairs have been carried cut to fit the 
premises for the Association’s requirements, and additional 
office furniture has been bought. 

The Committee recommends that the Seal of the Associa- 
tion be now affixed to this Lease. 

The old offices at 10, Gray’s Inn Square have been sub- 
let to the Trustee Savings Banks’ Association until Septem- 
ber 29th, 1930, when po Association’s lease will expire. 

Renewal has been made for this year of the arrangement 
under which the Association retains the services of Messrs. 
Fowler, Langley & Wright af legal advisers, the retaining 
fee being 30 guineas, plus certain expenses. 

Satisfactory progress has been made in the collection 
of subscriptions in arrear. 

The Committee has effected an insurance with Messrs. 
Muir, Beddall & Co., to cover the Association and the 
printers of the Veterinary Record against damages and costs 
which they may incur in any actions at law which may 
be brought against them for libel or alleged libel. 

The following resolution received from the North of 
England Division has had careful consideration :— 


Insurance of Motor Cars. 


** Since it appears that veterinary surgeons are not 
fully covered by the usual private policy against claims 
arising when a car is being driven for professional 
purposes by an Assistant, but that medical men are 
fully covered by the same policy, this Division asks the 
N.V.M.A, to approach the Insurance Companies with 
the object of obtaining for veterinary surgeons the 
concessions now allowed to medical men.’’ 

Representations on the lines suggested in this resolution 
have been made to the Accident Offices Association, the 
central body of the Tariff Companies, and it is understood 
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that the matter is receiving the attention of their Motor 
Offices Committee. 

Applications for increases in salary have been submitted 
by the General Secretary and the Editorial Representative. 
It has been decided to grant an increase of £25 in each 
case, to take effect from February Ist, 1930. 

The financial side of the Committee’s work will be dealt 
with by the Hon. Treasurer in his report. 

Proceeding, Colonel Simpson said that, if he might be 
allowed to leave officialdom for a moment, he would like 
to make reference to the Association’s new premises, which 
they were busily fitting out and which he hoped everyone 
present had seen. He did not consider that they were fully 
equipped, and there was one particular item of which they 
stood in need. The meeting room possessed a very large 
mantel-shelf, but it was devoid of a clock, and it would 
be very nice if some member of the Council would take 
the opportunity of presenting the Association with one. 


Mr. Roserts: “ I shall be happy to remedy that defect, 
Sir.’ (Applause.) 

The Presipent said that their thanks were due to the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee, and to the 
executive officers of the Association for obtaining those 
premises at 2, Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn. (Applause.) 
They were really excellent premises (hear, hear) and a 
great deal of time and trouble had been spent in finding 
them and in equipping them, and he thought the Committee 
should be congratulated on securing such splendid accom- 
modation at the very cheap rental of £100 per annum, 
especially as similar premises outside those buildings would 
cost far more money. (Applause.) 


Mr. Roperts, speaking with reference io the point raised 
in the report relative to motor car insurance, said that 
he did not think it was quité correct to say, in the case 
of all insurance offices, that veterinary surgeons were not 
fully covered by the terms of a policy if an assistant was 
unlucky enough to meet with an accident. That had not 
been his own experience. 


Colonel Simpson observed that he thought that the 
difference was this: that if a doctor took up a_ private- 
policy for a motor car he was covered, even if his assistant 
was driving it, but a veterinary surgeon, though covered 
by the policy when he made a declaration that he used 
his car for private and professional work, would have to 
pay a much larger premium than the ordinary premium! for 
insuring a car for private use. They wanted to get 
the same terms as were granted to medical men. 


In the absence of the Hon. Treasurer (Mr. E. Alfred 
West), the Secretary read a statement of the income and 
expenditure of the Association for the months of January 
and February, 1930, which showed a balance at bank 
and in hand, on February 28th, of £948 13s, 8d. and 
liabilities amounting to £243 3s. 3d. 


The PREsIDENT expressed the regret which the Council 
felt that Mr. West was unable, owing to ill-health, to present 
his statement in person. They would agree that the 
financial position shown thereby was satisfactory. (Hear, 
hear.) 

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. West for his report 
and, on the proposition of Colonel Simpson, seconded by 
Major Kirk, the report of the Committee, and the financial 
statement, were received and adopted. 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE. 

The following report of this Committee was read by 
Major Dunkin (Chairman), who moved its reception and 
adoption :— 

As the Council are aware, the Record printing change- 
over from Messrs. Hudson & Son, of Birmingham, to 
Messrs. H. R. Grubb, Ltd., of Croydon, was made with 
the first issue of the year. The Committee are glad to be 
able to report that Messrs. Grubb have given a high degree 
of satisfaction in carrying out the work during the past 
quarter. The transference of the printing centre coincided 
with a considerable alteration in the type and format of 
the Record and, as far as can be ascertained from com- 
munications received at the office, the new departures 
then made have met with the approval of the members 
of the Association. 

The volume of material sent in for publication in the 
Record has been well maintained, improvement being shown 
on the clinical side, while the newly constituted translation- 
abstract service has given evidence of proving eminently 
satisfactory as a means of meeting a long-felt need for 
strengthening the abstract section. 

The position as regards advertisements continues good, 
the inevitable loss of a few announcements at the com- 
mencement of the new year having been more than com- 
pensated by the acquisition of new advertisers. 

““A System of Description of the Colours and Markings 
of Horses ’’ having been issued as the report of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons Sub-committee on the 
subject, the Editorial Committee published this report in 
the Record and arranged for the reproduction of a large 
number of reprints which are obtainable from the office 
of the Association, price 4d., post free. A 

The Committee have been glad to give publicity in the 
Record to all material received in connection with the 
forthcoming 11th International Veterinary Congress. 

Record policy has received the careful attention of the 
Committee and it has been decided to devote as much space 
as possible in future to Parliamentary News. To this end 
the purchase of Hansard reports of parliamentary pro- 
ceedings has been arranged. 

The motion for the reception and adoption of the report 
was seconded by Mr. J. Willett and ¢arried unanimously, 
there being no discussion. 

APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE. 

Professor James Macguren (Chairman) read the follow- 
ing report of this Committee, moving its reception and 
adoption :— 

A meeting of the Appointments Committee was held at 
2, Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, on Monday, 
March 31st, 1930, with Professor James Macqueen in the 
Chair. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting was read, confirmed, 
and signed as correct. 

Arising from the Minutes, a letter was read from a mem- 
ber in regard to the action taken by the Association in 
connection with the appointment of County Veterinary 
Officer for Somerset. It was decided to refer this letter 
to the Council. 

Consideration was given to a letter from a member 
asking for the Association’s support in his effort to obtain 
an increase in salary. 

It was agreed to communicate with this member’s local 
authority on the matter. 

Correspondence was considered from a member with 
regard to his salary as Veterinary Officer to a County 
Borough, and it was decided to comply with his request 
that steps should be taken by the N.V.M.A. to secure the 
adoption by his Local Authority of the minimum scale 
of salaries for whole-time Veterinary Officers recommended 
by the Association. 

The Committee had before it a communication from a 
member asking that consideration be given to the desira- 
bility of making representations to the War Office with a 
view to securing improvements in the pay, promotion, etc., 
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of holders of commissions in the R.A.V.C. 

It was resolved to seek this member’s permission for his 
letter to be passed over to the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, and should this be forthcoming, to ask the 
R.C.V.S. to deal with the matter as one of urgency. 

The following cablegram from Mr. A. F. Flood, of 
Perth, Western Australia, was considered: ‘‘ Cable protest 
Premier compulsory retirement of Murray-Jones owing 
financial stringency.”’ 

It was decided to ask Mr. Flood for further particulars. 

The scale of pay and the duties of Veterinary Advisory 
Officers were submitted and considered, and it was resolved 
“That the scale of salaries laid down for Veterinary 
Advisory Officers, viz., £425, rising to £625 by annual 
increments of £20, plus 10 per cent. for superannuation be 
accepted in the meantime. 

It was further resolved to recommend that the Council 
should consider the duties of Veterinary, Advisory Officers 
and the effect of such appointments upon veterinary practice. 

The motion having been seconded by Mr. Roperts, 
the SECRETARY, at the request of the President, read the 
list of the duties of Veterinary Advisory Officers, as laid 
down by the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Captain Townson, opposing a suggestion that the matter 
should be dealt with by the Sub-committee appointed. earlier 
in the afternoon, said that the Council should take it in 
hand because reference was made to ihe preparation of 
sera and vaccines and putting them into the hands of 
farmers. 


Dr. Su re-JONEs stated that he was glad that the matter 
had come forward. Last year, when he was President of 
one of the Divisions, the question was brought before 
it on several occasions. There was no doubt that there was 
a number of matters relating to that new and important 
development that required adjustment—adjustment in the 
interests of the advisory officers themselves, in those of 
the veterinary profession, and in the interests of the 
Ministry. There was a good deal of concrete evidence 
that should be laid before that body, and he thought the 
time was ripe when it might review the relationship 
between the parties concerned. 

Colonel BrirrLerank expressed the view that this was a 
matter of tremendous importance to the future of the 
practitioner, and added that he did not think that they 
should commence to try and influence anybody there that 
day to take sides on the question. It was a matter that 
wanted very careful review and was fraught with much 
that might be of the greatest moment to the profession. 
He thought that its importance was such that they should 
appoint a sub-committee of the Council to deal with it. 

Major RaraGciiatt remarked that a great deal had 


been said that day, and before, about the encroachment’ 


of the agriculturist upon veterinary research, but in his 
opinion the properlaying down and co-ordination of the work 
of Veterinary Advisory Officers would do more to prevent 
such encroachment than any other measure that could 
be taken. Upon a vote, Colonel BrirrLeraNnK’s motion, 
which was seconded by Captain Townson, was carried and 
the following were appointed as a sub-committee, with 
power to add: Colonel Brittlebank, Professor Buxton, Mr. 
E. F. Edwards (of Mold), Professor Gaiger, Mr. F. L. 
Gooch, Professor Macqueen, Mr. McIntosh, Major Over, 
Mr. Roberts, Dr. Share-Jones, Colonel Simpson, Captain 
Townson and Captain Wragg. 
The report was received and adopted. 
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VETERINARY OFFICERS AND Pusitic HEALTH COMMITTEE. 

The Secretary read the following report of this 
Committee :— 

A meeting of the Veterinary Officers and Public Health 
Committee was held at No, 2, Verulam Buildings, Gray’s 
Inn, W.C.1, on Monday, March 31st, 1930, the President 
occupying the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed and signed as correct. 

Also arising from the minutes, the receipt was reported 
of a further letter from the Dairy Shorthorn Association 
asking the Committee to amend a specimen tuberculin test 
certificate in such manner as will render it acceptable by 
the N.V.M.A. 

After discussion, it was agreed to defer this matter 
to the next meeting, in order that members of the Com- 
mittee might think it over carefully in the meantime and 
come prepared with suggested forms of certificate. 

Correspondence was submitted! regarding the scheme 
approved by a County Counejl for the administration usder 
the Local Government (Scotland) Act of the work in cen- 
nection with the Diseases of Animals Acts and the Milk 
and Dairies (Scotland) Act, 1914. 

It was resolved to recommend to the Council that 
the Secretary of State for Scotland and the Ministry of 
Agriculture be asked to take steps to safeguard the 
position of Veterinary Inspectors under the Local 
Government (Scotland) Act, 1929. In this connection 
their particular attention is drawn to the scheme sub- 
mitted by the Dumfries County Council under this Act. 
The Committee are of opinion that the position of the 
Veterinary Inspectors under the Scheme is very un- 
satisfactory and will not ensure the most effective 
method of administering the Diseases of Animals Acts. 

The Committee considered letters from a member relating 
to the action of a Local Authority in disallowing his fees 
for the application of the tuberculin test in a number of 
cases dealt with by him under the Tuberculosis Order, 1925. 

After very careful consideration the Committee instructed 
the Secretary as to the reply to be sent. 

A letter was read from the Secretary, Hertfordshire 
Branch, National Farmers’ Union, stating that his Execu- 
tive Committee have under consideration the appointment 
of a veterinary surgeon to whom members might appeal 
in the case of animals seized under one of the Diseases of 
Animals Acts, particularly the Tuberculosis Order, and 
asking to be informed what would be a suitable retaining 
fee for a veterinary surgeon to perform such duties. 

It was decided to reply that, as Article 8 (1) of the 
Tuberculosis Order stipulates that the post-mortem exami- 
nation must be made by a veterinary inspector of the Local 
Authority, and that the owner may be represented at the 
post-mortem examination, there appears to be nothing to 
prevent an owner being represented by an indenendsnt 
veterinary surgeon at any post-mortem examination of an 
animal dealt with under this Order. 

If an independent veterinary surgeon be appointed the 
question of fees would be a matter for arrangement be- 
tween the Union and the veterinary surgeon concerned. 

Consideration was given to the following resolution 
passed by the Council at its January méPting :— 

** That this Council invites a full discussion of the 
question of milk grading and refers back to the Veterin- 
ary Officers’ and Public Health Committee for further 
consideration that part of their report relative thereto, 
and asks the Committee to arrange for the holding 
of a meeting in which all Veterinary Officers shall be 
invited to take part, letters .of invitation to be sent 
to their Local Authorities.” 

It was decided to recommend that the proposed dis- 
cussion be held on August 2nd, at 3 p.m., if possible at 
the Central Hall, Westminster. 

The drafting of the notice convening the meeting was 
left in the hands of the President, the Hon. Secretary, and 
the General Secretary. 

The undermentioned resolutions were also discussed :— 

“That the words ‘ form part of or’ occurring in 
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line 3, paragraph (1), sub-section A, Part 3 of the 
Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1923, should be 
deleted forthwith, as their inclusion constitutes a real 
hardship to intending producers of Grade A (T.T.) 
milk; and is a direct deterrent to the establishment 
of tubercle-free herds, and the production of milk of 
the highest grade.” 

It was unanimously resolved to support this resolution 
und to recommend that a copy of the resolution be forwarded 
to the Ministry of Health. 

** That the words ‘ and the dav of production’ occur- 
ring in line 6, paragraph (2), sub-section B, Part 3, 
of the Milk (Special Designations), 1923, should be 
deleted as they serve no useful purpose, the quality 
of the milk being controlled by the bacterial count 
and the absence of coliform organisms. The inclusion 
of these words reacts unfairly on the enterprising 
producer and distributor of graded milks as compared 
with the producer and distributor of ungraded milk who 
is not similarly restricted. 

The Committee agreed to recommend that no action be 
taken in regard to this resolution. 

The Presipent, moving that the report be received and 
adopted, said that he would like to add, for their approval, 
that Colonel Brittlebank be asked to open the discussion 
on that subject of the milk designations at the meeting. 
He hoped the Council would sanction the incorporation of 


that in the report.  (‘‘Aye."’) 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Ronerts and carried 


unanimously. 
ORGANISING COMMITTEE. 

The report of this Committee was read, as follows, by 
Captain Rider (Chairman) :— 

The Organising Committee met at 10, Red Lion Square, 
W.C.1, on Tuesday, April Ist, 1930, Captain Rider being in 
the Chair. ; 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, con- 
firmed, and signed as correct. 

Consideration was given to a Statement prepared by 
the Chairman fiout the replies received from the Divisions 
regarding the proposed addition to Article 59 of the Asso- 
ciation’s Articles, the object of which is to make provision 
for the addition to the Council of 25 representatives pre- 
viously nominated by members of the Association and 
elected by them by ballot prior to the Annual General 
Meeting. 

After very careful consideration the Committee came 
to the conclusion that Divisions are not sufficiently agreed 
upon the proposal for the Committee to recommend its 
adoption. 

The Committee, however, recommends as an alternative 
that Article 59 (b) be amended as follows :— 

**Representatives of the Association, namely, the 
Honorary Secretary (if any) and one for every 35 members 
or portion thereof.’ 

It was further agreeua to recommend :— 

That one meeting of the Council (other than that held 
on the occasion of the Annual Congress) each year shall 
be held outside London, the place of meeting to be decided 
by the Council. 

Consideration was given to methods by which member- 
ship of the Association might be increased. 

It was decided to write to Divisions suggesting that 
each should form a committee of three members willing 
to volunteer to use their personal endeavour to induce 
non-members of the N.V.M.A. to join the Association. 

The Secretary presented a report of the items of publicity- 
interest circulated to the press during the past quarter, 
and this was received and adopted. 

Captain Riper moved reception and adoption of the 
report, and Major Kirk seconded. 


The Presipent informed the Council that, ai that morn- 
ing’s meeting of the Committee, the replies received from 
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Divisions relative to the proposed change in article 59 
of the Articles of Association were very carefully considered, 
and it was felt that, as the report stated, there was not 
sufficient unanimity for the Committee to recommend that 
the proposed method of increasing the number of members 
of Council should be adopted, and they made a counter- 
proposal which he hoped would meet with their approval. 

The motion for the reception and adoption of the report 
was carried without further comment or discussion. 

The Presipenr then said “ This particular proposal will 
have to be brought before the general meeting of the 
Association and, if then approved, confirmed by a subse- 
quent general meeting.” 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 

The Secretary read (for Mr. Coleman, Chairman) the 
following report of this Committee :— 

A meeting of the Parliamentary Committee was held 
at 10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, on Tuesday, 
April Ist, 1930, with Mr. J. C. Coleman in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, con- 
firmed, and signed as correct. 

Arising from the minutes, it was reported that Lieut.- 
Colonel J. W. Brittlebank and Sir John Moore, had both 
accepted the invitation to serve on the Mining Sub- 
committee. 

The following report of the Mining Sub-committee was 
read and adopted :— 

meeting of the Mining Sub-committee was held 
at 10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, on Tuesday, 
April Ist, 1930. 

In the absence of the Chairman of the Sub-com- 
mittee, Captain J. R. Rider occupied the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, 
confirmed, and signed as correct. 

The Secretary read the following report of a meeting 
between the Mining Sub-committee and Sir Robert 
Gower, M.P., in reference to the Coal Mines (Protection 

of Animals) Bill, 1929. 


Coat Mines (Protection oF ANIMALS) BILL. 


A meeting between the Mining Sub-committee 
and Sir Robert Gower, M.p., the promoter of the 
above Bill, took place at 10, Red Lion Square, 
W.C.1, on Wednesday, January 22nd, 1930. 

At the outset Sir Robert gave the Sub-com- 
mittee to understand that he had conferred with 
the supporters of the Bill and that they were pre- 
pared to adopt suggestions made by the 
Association. 

The Sub-committee’s recommendations for the 
amendment of the Bill were then discussed in 
detail and accepted by Sir Robert Gower in prin- 
ciple, and the Sub-committee undertook to supply 
certain further information for which Sir Robert 
asked. 

It was understood that the Bill was down for a 
Second Reading sometime during the early part 
of February, when amendments would — be 
introduced. 

Before the conclusion of the meeting Sir Robert 
informed the Sub-committee that the N.V.M.A. 
and the R.C.V.S. would shortly be invited to join 
the R.S.P.C.A. in a deputation to the Minister of 
Mines in connection with his Bill and also to 
discuss the whole question of the treatment of 
animals used in mines, and the President, who 
occupied the Chair, said he felt sure that the 
N.V.M.A. would be pleased to take part in such 
a meeting. 

It was reported that Sir Robert Gower had_ since 
agreed to accept the following additional clause which 
had been drafted by Dr. J. T. Share-Jones :— 

“Throughout this Bill the term ‘ Inspector ’ 
shall mean a qualified veterinary surgeon, and 
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treatment of disease and advice concerning health 
and management of animals shall mean treatment 
and advice by persons so qualified.”’ 

It was undersiood from a letter received from Sir 
Robert Gower, that it was doubtful whether the Bill 
would be read a second time during the present session 
of Parliament. The Sub-committee agreed to leave 
the matter in abeyance for the present. 

Mr. COLEMAN moved that the report be received and 
adopted, and Dr. Snare-Jones, in seconding, remarked 
that he ought to say that, Sir Robert Gower having accepted 
that addition (the additional clause) to the Bill, every- 
thing that they desired would be covered in the Bill if it 
went through with that clause. (Applause.) 

The motion was carried without discussion. 

RESOLUTIONS, ™ 


(i) From the Dumfries and Galloway Division : 

“That one or more meetings of the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. should be held annually in the North of England 
or Scotland.”’ 

The Prestpent said that that matter had already been 
discussed by the Organising Committee that morning, and 
the Council had endorsed their suggestion that one meeting 
of Council, in addition to that held on the occasion of 
Congress, should be held outside London. 

Captain Simpson observed that as that resolution came 
from the Division which he represented there that day, he 
would like to be allowed to express to the Council the 
gratification with which his Division would learn of the 
decision that had been arrived at. 

Major De VixeE pointed out that the terms of the 
recommendation in the report did not cover the require- 
ments of the resolution; for example, the Council might 
decide to meet at Bristol. 

The Prestpent replied that the intention of the Com- 
mittee was that the meeting should be held further north 
than London; he was sure that the Council would wish 
to fall in with the wishes of the Scottish members as far 
as possible, 

Dr. Brapiey: ‘I take it that we may regard it as an 
honourable understanding that the meetings outside London 
are not to be held south of Leeds.’’ (Hear, hear.) 

The Prestipent: ‘‘ We decided that it should be left 
to the Council, but I think you may take it that we shall 
get as far north as we reasonably can.” 

It was agreed to send a copy of the resolution, which 
Was now passed by the Council, to the Dumfries and 
Galloway Division. 

(ii) From the Scottish Branch : 

“That the Scottish Branch record in its Minutes iis 
cordial appreciation and thanks for the action taken by 
the National Veterinary Medical Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland to ensure the appointment of a qualified 
veterinary surgeon to the post of Director of the Animal 
Diseases Research Association, Moredun, Edinburgh; 
which appointment has been recently made 

“* The Scottish Branch further desires to express its earn- 
est hopes that the appointment will mark the commencement 
of a period of amicable relationship and mutual co-opera- 
tion between the Animal Diseases Research Association 
and the National Veterinary Medical Association."’ 

The Presipent said that he was sure that the members 
of Council were very much obliged to the Scottish Branch 
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for the very kind way in which their resolution was put. 
(Applause.) Would someone propose that the thanks of 
the Council be sent to the Scottish Branch for that 
resolution ? 

Major Dunkin moved accordingly, and the motion was 
seconded by Major and carried unanimously 


and with enthusiasm. 


THe Morepun AppotNtMENT. 


The next item on the agenda was to consider further 
the appointment to the Directorship of Moredun Research 
Institute, Animal Diseases Research Association. 

The Council resolved itself into Committee to consider 
this matter. 

Upon the resumption of open meeting, the following 
resolution was passed unanimously :— 

** That this Council supports the action of the Editorial 
Committee in banning applications for the appointment of 
Director, Moredun Research Institute, Animal Diseases 
Research Association, and desires to express its high 
appreciation of those members of the profession who did 
not apply or withdrew their applications for the post 
accordingly. At the same time, this Council expresses its 
displeasure that certain members should have applied for 
the vacancy notwithstanding that the post was banned 
by the Association.’’ <A letter from the Dumfries and 
Galloway Division (considered in Committee) suggesting 
publication in the Record of all the correspondence relative 
to the foregoing, was the subject of the following further 
resolution of Council. ‘‘ The Council have considered the 
letter from the Dumfries and Galloway Division, and they 
have dealt with the whole matter in the terms of the follow- 
ing resolution (vide supra)... . The Council feel that no 
useful purpose would be served by publishing — the 
correspondence.”’ 

The Council had next ‘* To consider further the appoin'- 
ment of County Veterinary Officer for the Somerset County 


Council.’? This matter was dealt with in Committee, and . 


the necessary instructions were given. 


Scorrisn BRANCH SCHEME FOR THE ERADICATION OF BOVINE 
TUBERCULOSIS, 


The next business before the Council was to consider 
the above scheme, the text gf which was published in the 
Veterinary Record of April 12th. 

Speaking on the matter, the PResmpenr said that the 
scheme was sent to the Council by the Scottish Branch 
as a matter of courtesy; it had already been approved 
of by the Branch. He would ask tie Secretary to read 
the covering letter from the President. and the Secretary 
of the Scottish Branch. 

The Secretary read the letter, which was as follows :— 

“At the Annual Congress held in Ayr, in September, 
1929, «a meeting of the Scottish Branch considered ‘ The 
Scheme for the Eradication of Bovine Tuberculosis ’ for- 
mulated by the West of Scotland Division, and it was then 
decided to refer the proposals to the constituent Divisions 
of the Branch for their criticism. 

“The Divisions having reported, 2 special meeting of 
the Scottish Branch was held at Perth on February Ist, 
1930, when the principles of the West of Scotland Scheme 
were unanimously adopted. A Representative Committee 
was formed in accordance with the following resolution, 
‘That a Committee composed of representatives of the 
constituent Divisions of the Scottish Branch be appointed. 
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with powers to amend the Scheme for the Eradication 
of Bovine Tuberculosis prepared by the West of Scotland 
Division, and to take such further action as is deemed 
to be advisable.’ 

‘*The Scheme which is now put forward has been 
discussed in all its aspects and represents the considered 
opinion of the Scottish Branch. Until recently it was 
anticipated that the Scheme prepared by the Scottish Branch 
would be presented to the Council of the N.V.M.A. as a 
basis for discussion by its members, before further action 
was taken. Within the past few weeks, however, two 
factors have modified the situation to such a degree that 
the Branch has felt compelled to deal with the question 
as one of great urgency. 

“* In the first place, the Branch has been informed that 
an eradication scheme, which has influential backing, but 
which is not sponsored by a member of our profession, 
is already in the hands of the Secretary of State for 
Scotland. 

** In the second place, the question of the eradication of 
tuberculosis from Dairy Herds in Scot!and demands the 
immediate attention of the veterinary profession, in view 
of the provisions of the Education (Scotland) Bill, which 
almost certainly will become law at an early date. 

“The Scottish Branch hopes that the parent body will 
realise therefore, that it is vital, so far as Scotland is 
concerned, that the Scheme should be submitted for the 
consideration of the appropriate government departments 
without delay; and in taking the necessary steps to that 
end it trusts that it will not have forfeited the goodwill 
and support of the Association. 

** To influence public opinion in Scotland it has been 
decided to send copies of the Scheme to Scottish Members 
of Parliament, various public bodies and societies likely 
to be interested, and to the Scottish press. 

“The Scheme represents the views of the veterinary 
profession in Scotland and it is hoped that it will receive 
your favourable consideration and support.’’ 

The Prestipenr commented that he thought that the 
letter explained itself. It was felt by the Scottish Branch 
that the matter was one of urgency and they had sent 
that scheme forward as the considered opinion of the 
Branch. 

He, moved that a letter be sent to the Scottish Branch 
thanking them for their letter and for forwarding the 
scheme to the Association, and congratulating them on 
their efforts to solve what is admittedly a very intricate 
problem. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Professor Gaicer asked if any action was going to be 
taken by the N.V.M.A. to set things moving in England. 

Mr. Mitier (Secretary, Scottish Branch) said they felt, 
as far as Scotland was concerned, that was a workable 
scheme and one which would fit the conditions there, but 
as far as England was concerned they did not pretend to 
recommend the scheme to that country. 

Mr. Davipson stated that, as a member of the Sub- 
committee concerned with drawing up the scheme, he might 
say that the Committee were somewhat disappointed with 
the discussions and the support accorded the scheme by 
the Divisions in England. He was sure that the Branch 
would appreciate any decided support the Council might 
give them. 

Professor GaicerR said that the point he wanted to raise 
was that in Scotland another scheme got going before this 
one was decided upon, and he was wondering whether 
somethine of the same sort would not occur in England. 

Colonel Woop proposed ‘* That a Committee be formed 
to go over the Scottish scheme and to consider whether 


or not any steps should be taken to formulate a scheme 
for England.” 

After some discussion, it was agreed to refer the matter 
to the Veterinary Officers and Public Health Committee. 


Anxuat GENERAL MFETING, 1930. 


The Council had now to fix a date for the Annual 
General Meeting, and to appoint a Provisional Committee 
to make the necessary arrangements. 

The Presiwent stated that the Council would remember 
that at the Ayr Congress it was decided that there should 
be a formal Annual General Meeting which should take 
place previous to the International Congress. He thought 
it best that a Provisional Committee should be appointed 
to make the necessary arrangements, as had been done 
in former years. There would not be much to do, but 
there would be certain arrangements to be made. _ It 
had been proposed that day that in the afternoon the Milk 
(Special Designations) Order should be discussed, when 
the representatives of local authorities would be already 
there. It was therefore suggested that the Council Meeting 
should be held on the evening of Friday, August Ist, 
the Annual General Meeting on the morning of Saturday, 
August 2nd, and the Milk (Special Designations) Order 
Conference in the afternoon. 

On the proposition of Mr. Goocn, seconded by Major 
DUNKIN, it was agreed that the Council meeting be held 
on the Friday evening and the Annual General Meeting at 
10 o'clock on Saturday, August 2nd. 

The Provisional Committee was then appointed, as fol- 
lows: Mr. J. W. MelIntosh, Major-General Sir John 
Moore, and Mr. J. Willett, with the officers of the 
Association. 

Motion sy Major DUNKIN. 


The Council now gave consideration to the following 
motion, standing in the name of Major Dunkin :-— 

(a) ‘* That at the Annual General Meeting to be held 
in 1930 an Editorial Committee be not appointed but that 
an Editor (lay or professjonal), who shall have had con- 
siderable journalistic experience, be appointed in its stead. 

(b) That providing (a) is agreed to there be appointed 
a permanent Committee of three members of Council, 
N.V.M.A., who will act as advisers to the Editor on 
matters professional or controversial whenever necessary, 
and that it be an instruction to the Editor that on all 
such matters the Committee shall be consulted.” 

Major Dunkin, introducing his motion, said that at the 
outset he desired to make it quite clear that he had in his 
mind no change whatever in the existing staff at Verulam 
Buildings; the members of the staff knew that already. 
He was quite happy in his own mind, as was every other 
member of the Editorial Committee who had worked with 
them, that they carried out their duties very satisfactorily, 
as had already been reported to that Council. 

What he had in mind was this: That the present Edi- 
torial Committee ard its predecessors had not been able to 
carry out their duties as they should be carried out. He 
was one of those people who thought that no large number 
of people could adequately, properly and satisfactorily run 
any journal from an editorial point of view. He believed 
sincerely—and in that opinion he was supported by eminent 
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journalists in London—that it was essentially a one-man 
job, and that was the basis of his proposition. 

If they would allow him, with some humility, to refer 
to his past association with the Veterinary Record, he 
would like to remind them that he had been a member of 
the Editorial Committee since 1919, and he thought that the 
growth, not merely in size, but in importance, of the 
journal showed that the time had come—was, indeed, 
long overdue—when that importance could be increased 
if more time were spent upon it. The members of the 
Editorial Committee met every Monday. Their meetings 
were timed for 4.30 and they frequently lasted to 6 and 
sometimes to 7 o’clock, and his colleagues worked very 
hard: they put in a lot of time not only at those meetings 
but in the meantime. Mr. Brown, altHtough he was only 
at the office five-and-a-half days a week, actually (as he 
happened to know) worked close on seven, and Mr. Knight 
was fully employed on his secretarial duties. The Editorial 
Committee, all the members of which had their profes- 
sional duties to attend to, could not spare more time, but he 
felt that if more time were put into the Record they could 
make it a better paper than it was and increase its cir- 
culation and, by increasing its circulation, make it a more 
desirable medium for advertisers and thereby considerably 
increase the Association’s income. Against that it had been 
said that it was ridiculous to say that they could increase 
the circulation, because the profession was so small. It 
was not his idea that they could increase the circulation 
of their paper amongst their own members, but they could 
increase it outside. He thought that by adding to the 
present material of the paper, other spheres of scientific 
activity might be induced to take it in. If they could in- 
troduce a more regular supply of original articles they 
would thereby get the Veterinary Record into research 
institutes, few of which to;day took it in. They did not 
do so because it was essentially a clinical paper. He did 
not want clinicians to think, however, that it was his 
idea that the Record should be turned into a research 
journal: he wanted to get it what it was intended to be, 
viz., a clinical journal, but there was no reason why they 
should not add to its scope. They could not, in his view, 
do that under the existing system. His resolution was the 
outcome of at least two years’ considerable thought. He 
had come to the conclusion that they ought to have as 
Editor, one man, and this man should be apppointed having 
the qualities set out in his motion. He felt it necessary 
that such a person, whether lay or professional, should 
have at his beck and call a small standing committee of 
three members of Council, who would of necessity have to 
be consulted at all times by the Editor on questions of 
professional ethics and other matters on which he had 
any doubt. 

He did not anticipate for a moment that that resolution 
would go through without opposition, because every mem- 
ber to whom he had spoken there had been absolutely 
opposed to it (laughter), but he still wanted the Council 
to know what was in his mind. He did hope that they 
would consent to think it over, if they did nothing else. 

The PresiDENt said that he was sure they were much 
obliged to Major Dunkin for bringing forward that resolu- 
tion, whether they agreed with it or not. There was 


no doubt that Major Dunkin had given the matter careful 
thought and that therefore it should be discussed. 
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Mr. Mcinrosu observed that Major Dunkin’s proposal 
bore the suggestion of failure on the part of the present 
Record policy and control. He did not admit that their 
present system was a failure. (Hear, hear.) He thought 
that, notwithstanding difficulties, the Veterinary Record 
Was progressive: it was a long way from being all that 
it might be, but he felt that it could be made better, in 
time, under the existing system. He had been long asso- 
ciated with Major Dunkin on the Editorial Committee, 
and he could assure the Council that its members gave to 
the preparation of the journal time which they could ill 
afford, but he could foresee many difficulties and dangers 
in the proposed change. Might he recall the happenings 
of a few years ago when the one-man system—under a 
Committee, he would have them note—was not a success. 
At any rate, it was thought not to be a success, and if 
difficulties arose then it was quite within the bounds of 
possibility that the same thing might happen again: they 
wanted to guard against any danger of that kind. (Hear, 
hear.) 

He thought there was another matter which members 
would have to consider very carefully—the question of 
finance, and they should see that their financial position 
was strengthened before they launched out into a method 
of conducting their journal which, at least to his mind, 
must involve the Association in a very considerably in- 
creased expenditure, 

Those were only points which he thought all members 
should consider, and he felt that, if that were done, and 
the matter were brought up at a future date, it might be 
possible to evolve some better system, but in all the de- 
liberations they would have the same motive and_ spirit 
behind them—to do the best that they could in the 
interests of the Veterinary Record and of the Association. 
(Applause.) 

The Hon. Secretary (Mr. Dawes) observed that he was 
sorry to say that he was quite opposed to the wishes of his 
friend Major Dunkin. He failed to see how the situation 
could be improved; the Editorial Committee was the best- 
attended Committee of any of the Committees of the 
Association, having an average’ attendance of ten 
members. Mr. Brown had never had a free hand, but 
he had done very well under the guidance of the Com- 
mittee and even if it meant giving him a little more 
responsibility there was, in his (the Hon. Secretary’s) view, 
no need whatever for another man, 

At this point the Secretary read the following com- 
munication which had been received from the Hon. 
TReAsuRER (Mr. E. Alfred West) on the, subject :— 

““T much regret being unable, for health reasons, to 
attend to-day’s Quarterly Meeting, but in case my views 
on the motion by Major Dunkin may be of value, I feel 
I should like to put them before the meeting. 

‘*T am opposed to the adoption of this scheme, because 
I think no such important change is really necessary at 
the moment. 

“The Association, including the Record, is, I think, 
slowly and surely making good progress under the present 
management, which management has the great advantage 
of being a Professional one, i.e., a paper produced by the 
Profession it represents. This is, I think, a great asset 
and should be a stimulus to new membership. I consider 
the appointment of a journalist a great mistake, and 
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think the suggestion that such an official should be under 
the authority of three eminent members would be very 
unworkable. Obviously, the three members would have 
to be resident in London. 

** Financially, it would certainly be more expensive than 
our present arrangements, and on that account alone is 
not now desirable, and much work that is now done 
voluntarily would have to be paid for. 

‘* If it is intended to do away with the Editorial Com- 
mittee, then I suggest that the present staff are, with 
their gained experience and proved loyalty, quite capable 
of carrying on the work, and could get the advice sug- 
gested, when necessary, from the three appointed members 
equally well as the proposed journalist. 

** It is to be noted that no such appointment as the one 
suggested in this motion exists in connection with either 
of the Medical Journals. 

“* The Association is indebted to Major Dunkin for much 
valuable work in connection with the Record, but I am 
reluctantly unable to support his present motign.”’ 

Major Dunkin now rose to say that he could at once 
clear up a misunderstanding which appeared to have 
arisen, He had not cast the slightest reflection on either 
of the two members of the senior staff; he had the highest 
regard for them and for their work, and they knew it. 

His point was that, supposing the Council agreed to 
the elimination or discontinuance of the permanent com- 
mittee, the permanent staff, who already had their hands 
full, could not carry on. What he was after was this: 
Mr. Brown would have a little more time and. they might 
get a fuller and better paper. 

The Presipenr: I must remind the meeting that Major 
Dunkin’s motion has not been seconded. 

Professor Macgurkn: I second the motion, sir, to 
keep the discusSion in order, 

Sir Joun Moore said that he was in full sympathy 
with Major Dunkin in his endeavours to improve the 
Veterinary Record, but he should very strongly dislike 
any disturbance of the permanent staff, because he realised, 
having had a long and close association with them as a 
past Chairman of the Editorial Committee, what valuable 
work they accomplished. Another grave objection he had 
to the proposal was that the expense of making such an 
appointment as was proposed would be such as the Asso- 
ciation could not at present afford. At that hour, pro- 
ceeded Sir John, their numbers were much diminished, 
and he thought so important a proposal should be con- 
sidered by a fuller Council. He would just like to say, 
further, that he thought it was extraordinarily good of the 
other members of the Editorial Committee, who were busy 
men and not like himself, men of leisure (laughter), to 
attend its meetings week by week as they had done. 


(Applause.) He moved, as an amendment, that considera- . 


tion of the motion be deferred. 

Mr. J. WiLtett seconded the amendment. 

Professor CRAIG proposed, as a second amendment, that 
the matter be referred to the Editorial Committee for their 
discussion and comiments. 

Major seconded. 

Major Dunkin remarked that he might say that he felt 
it his duty to inform his Committee what he was going 
to propose to that meeting. He did not ask them to dis- 
cuss it, because he did not think that it would be fair 


to do so. He knew quite well that quite a number of 
the members were opposed to it, though a few were in 
agreement up to a point. He thought it would be best 
that, if they wanted the matter discussed by the Editorial 
Committee, the instruction should come from the Council. 
Mr. MclInTosH said that that matter required a wider 
scope than consideration by the Editorial Committee. It 
was a very important one, and now that it had been raised 
he thought it should be properly exhausted. They could 
not discuss it sufficiently that night, and it should be 
either postponed and raised before a_ full meeting 
of Council at an earlier stage in the proceedings, or a 
special Committee, composed of members selected from 
all parts of the country, should be appointed to discuss 
the matter, It was not long ago since the Editorial 
Committee were deliberating Record policy, and he thought 
it would be well to have fresh minds on the subject, so 
that the views of members outside could be ascertained. 
The PRESIDENT now put to the meeting the first amend- 
ment: ‘* That consideration of the motion be deferred.” 
This was carried. After some further discussion on the 
peints raised by Mr. McIntosh, the following amendment 
found favour with the meeting: *‘ That Major Dunkin’s 
motion be referred to the Editorial Committee and brought 
up again when the Committee have considered it in the 
light of the following terms of reference: ‘ That the 
Editorial Committee should consider the motion by Major 
Dunkin and report to the Council their views thereupon.’ ”’ 
The next item on the agenda was ‘ To consider 
difficulties experienced in the arrangement of Quarterly 
Meetings of Council and Committees.’’ After discussion 
an understanding was arrived at whereby the President, 
R.C.V.S., who was present, would take the matter up 
with the Secretary, R.C.V.S., with a view to the making 
of convenient arrangements as between the R.C.V.S. and 
the N.V.M.A., in regard to the holding of the Association’s 
Council and Committee meetings. ; 
The proceedings terminated with the passing of a hearty 
vote of thanks to the President for his conduct of the 
meeting. 


The President’s Luncheon, 


The Council Meeting was preceded by a happy and 
informal function—a luncheon at the Holborn Restaurant, 
at which members of the Councils of the N.V.M.A. aud 
of the R.C.V.S., with a few additional guests, enjoved 
the hospitality of the President, Mr. Male. An admirable 
repast was served, and at its conclusion the President (who 
sat with the President of the Royal College, Principal 
J. F. Craig, on his right hand and Sir John M’Fadyean 
on his left) gave the Loyal Toast, intimating that no other 
toasts would follow. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean, however, rising amid applause, 
said that they had just heard what he supposed they 
ought to take as a command from the Chairman, that 
there was only to be one toast, but he was going to take 
it upon himself to propose that they should drink the 
health of their Chairman. (Cheers.) He was very happy 
to have the opportunity of proposing that, for he did not 
suppose that there was anyone present who had known 
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Mr. Male longer than he had done, for that knowledge 
commenced at the time that Mr. Male was a student at 
the Royal Veterinary College. There were many things 
which he might say in praise of Mr. Male, but they would 
be out of place in a post-luncheon speech. He would say 
this, however, that Mr. Male was appointed by him to be 
Hospital Surgeon, and if he were asked to name the man 
who was the best Hospital Surgeon in his (Sir John’s) time 
he would find himself in some difficulty, that difficulty 
consisting in making a choice between Mr. Male and the 
present Principal of the Royal Veterinary College, Pro- 
fessor Hobday. (Hear, hear.) Nothing ever seemed to 
tire them, to diminish their enthusiasm for their work, and 
that, he thought, was the sort of thing that foreshadowed the 
success with which cach had met in hig career. (Cheers.) 

It was much to Mr. Male’s credit that he had been able 
to find time to devote to furthering the interests of his 
profession, as a meuiber of the Council of the N.V.M.A. 
(now, he was glad to say, its president) and also of the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. 

On these, and many other grounds, he had pleasure in 
asking them to drink to the health of the Chairman. 

The toast was honoured with enthusiasm. 

Mr. G. P. Mare (President, N.V.M.A.), replying, 
humorously remarked that it was all against the rules 
for Sir John M’Fadyean to have proposed the toast which 
he was kind enough to do. He little expected, when he 
arranged that little lunch, that anything of that sort 
would happen, (Laughter.) 

He was very glad that Sir John did not tell them all 
the things that happened when he was House Surgeon 
and that, in his usual diplomatic manner, the proposer of 
the toast had cast a veil over the things that he should. 
(Laughter.) 

There was one respect, at least, in which Sir John 
M’Fadyean resembled him—he always liked to get his 
own way. (Laughter.) The difference between them, in 
this respect (proceeded Mr. Male, amid renewed laughter) 
was that Sir John always got -it and he did not. 

His main reason for inviting them there that day he 
was afraid was a very selfish one, and that was the great 
pleasure that it gave him to entertain them in that slight 
way after all the vears that they had been associated on 
the Councils of the R.C.V.S. and the N.V.M.A. (Hear, 
hear.) At one time, possibly, there might have been some 
little jealousy between the R.C.V.S. and the N.V.M.A. ; 
it was only a matter of how much work each should do, 
Now he found it was a little the other way—they found 
Dr. Bullock passing over things to the N.V.M.A. which 
he thought they should deal with and, on the other hand, 
they had such happenings as occurred only the other after- 
noon, when the N.V.M.A. were very pleased to share with 
the R.C.V.S. the duty of approaching the Minister for 
War on the question of salaries in the Veterinary Service. 
Another reason was to celebrate the acquisition by the 
N.V.M.A. of its new offices, which he hoped most of those 
present had already seen. (Applause.) Those who had 
done so he thought would agree that they were very 
excellent and convenient premises, affording room for the 
committees to meet comfortably. (Hear, hear.) They 
did not aspire to the stained-glass windows and beautiful 
oak furnishings which they got in some places (laughter), 
and neither did they own their premises, though they 


hoped that in the near future, if they secured enough 
money, they might do that. 

A further reason for that little function was that they 
had a great deal of business to do that afternoon and he 
thought that if they had a light lunch under his super- 
vision instead of the heavy ones to which they were 
accustomed they would get on better with the business 
afterwards. (Laughter.) 

He was very proud and honoured that they should all 
have come to that luncheon, but there was one member 
whose absence they all regretted deeply—Professor 
Wooldridge. (Hear, hear.) They would be very pleased 
to hear that he was making good progress in a very great 
struggle and he would like, if they agreed—as he was 
sure they would—to send a message to him; a cheery 
message, from the gathering, wishing him an early and 
complete recovery, (Applause.) 

He did not wish to detain them; if they saw the pro- 
gramme for that afternoon they would realise that, 
although it was the first of April, they had not been 
brought together on a fool’s errand. (Laughter.) 

Of this he was quite sure, that whatever they did, and 
whatever they decided that afternoon, all would be done 
in the interests of the Association, and that personal 
feelings would have no place. He asked them to rise and 
drink health and prosperity to the National Veterinary 
Medical Association. (Loud cheers.) 


Village Terrorised by a Bull. 

A valuable pedigree bull belonging to Mr. E. Stephens, 
of Netherton, near Pershore, became dangerously violent 
at Pershore railway station on April 23rd, knocked down 
two men who were trying to get him into a truck, and 
bolted into the village of Pinvin. Several persons were 
knocked down and others had narrow escapes. 

The bull was on the run for several hours, The bolder 
among the affrighted inhabitants joined the herdsmen in 
attempting to luré the animal from the highway, and shot- 
guns were employed ineffectually. The device of driving a 
local farmer’s cows into the road was, however, successful, 
for the bull was manceuvred with them into a field, and 
several men courageously and skilfully drove the cows out 
again, leaving the bull alone. The beast continued to 
show the utmost ferocity, and the Pershore police com- 
municated with the Territorial Army headquarters at 
Worcester, with the result that Captain G. L. Usher, Adju- 
tant of the 8th Battalion of the Worcestershire Regiment, 
went to the place, and shot the animal with a Service rifle. 

It is understood that pedigree bulls after an attack of 
madness are always liable to similar outbreaks, and the 
decision to kill the beast was unavoidable. It had held 
up the whole neighbourhood from eight in the morning 
until after five in the evening, a number of persons receiving 
minor injuries. 


H.M. Stationery Office Publications. 


The undermentioned have been published recently. Copies 
can be purchased through any bookseller, or directly from 
H.M. Stationery Office, at the following addresses :— 
London: Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and 28, 
Abingdon Street, S.W.1; Cardiff: 1,St. Andrew’s Crescent ; 
Manchester : York Street ; Edinburgh: 120, George Street. 
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Divisional Report. 


Southern Counties Division, N.V.M.A.* 


Annual Meeting at Winchester. 

The annual meeting of this Society was held on 
Thursday, March 27th, at the Royal Hotel, Winchester, 
when the retiring President, Mr. H. C. Rockett, of Salis- 
bury, presided, and the others present included Mr. E. 
Whitley Baker, Mr. R. E. C. Bullen, Mr. J. Facer, 
Mr. Charles Roberts and Mr. J. B. Tutt, together with 
Major F. J. Andrews as a visitor. 

The minutes of the previous meeting at Southampton, 
as published in the Veterinary Record, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Apologies and regrets at inability to attend were 
announced from Professor Hobday, Dr. Sheather, Major 
Martin, Captain Edie, Mr. J. W. McIntosh and Mr. G. 
Parr. 

Resignation.—The Honorary Secretary (Mr. John 
Facer) reported that, as requested at the previous meeting, 
he had written to Mr. Gorton asking him to reconsider 
his resignation, but Mr. Gorton had replied that he did not 
propose to do so. His determination to resign both from 
their Society and from the National Veterinary Medical 
Association was arrived at, he said, on principle, as he 
felt very strongly that there should be one subscription 
to include membership of both the N.V.M.A. and _ the 
local Division. In these circumstances the resignation was 
formally accepted on the proposition of the PRESIDENT, 
seconded by Mr. BuLten, Captain Rockett observing that 
they had no option but to write Mr. Gorton’s name off their 
list of members. 

Nominations.—-Three new members were nominated for 
election at the next meeting, namely, Mr. Fred Beckett, 
of Blandford, proposed by Mr. Baker and 
seconded by the Presipent ; Major F. J. Andrews, proposed 
by the Presmpentr and seconded by Mr. Wuittey Baker ; 
and Mr. L. Ford, of Southampton, proposed by Mr. JoHN 
Facer and seconded by Mr. PuLLen. 

Correspondence.—A letter was received from the National 
Horse Association of Great Britain asking for a renewal of 
the Society’s subscription for the current year. It ,was 
decided, upon the motion of the PRESIDENT, seconded by Mr. 
ButLeN, to send a subscription of one guinea for the 
current year. 

ANNUAL Reports. 


Called upon for his report as Honorary Treasurer, Mr. 
Wurttey Baker said he was pleased to be able to tell 
them that their financial position was a very satisfactory one, 
showing a balance of about £65 in hand. 

The Honorary Secretary (Mr. JouN Facer), in his report, 
stated that their last annual .meeting was held at Bourne- 
mouth and since then they had held meetings at Salisbury 
and Southampton. Two new Fellows had been elected in 
the persons of Mr. Klyne and Colonel Aitken of the 
Southern Command, but they had unfortunately received 
four resignations—Mr. A. C. Wild, Captain Fox (who had 
left the district), Mr. Willett and Mr. Gorton. The 


* Received on April 8th. — 


Honorary Treasurer and himself had been very carefully 
through their register of members and they had pruned the 
list rather considerably, with the result that they had 
brought it down to about 30, but he thought they could 
claim that these were all effective members, and that after- 
noon three fresh nominations had been made. 

On the proposition of the Presipent, seconded by Mr. 
Tutt, these reports were formally received and adopted. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


On the proposition of Mr. Wuirtey Baker, seconded 
by Mr. Turt, Captain Rockett was unanimously asked to 
continue in office for another year as President and it was 
also decided to ask Major Martin to allow himself to be 
nominated as Vice-President. 

The President suggested that they could not do better 
than carry on again with their Hon. Secretary and 
Hon. Treasurer and this was also agreed to. 

Messrs. R. E. C. Bullen, W. F. Maynard, C. Pack, C. 
Roberts and J. B. Tutt were elected as the Executive 
Council and the President and Honorary Secretary as 
representatives of the Society on the ‘‘ National ’’ Council. 

Next meeting.—With reference to the place of the next 
meeting, Mr. Facer reminded the meeting that Colonel 
Aitken had very kindly extended them an invitation to 
visit Tidworth this summer, and it was unanimously 
agreed that the next meeting should be held there, if con- 
venient to Colonel Aitken, on some date towards the end 
of June. 

Attention was also called to the fact that the Society 
is this year entering on the fiftieth year of its existence 
and the President expressed the hope that the members 
would do their best to make the coming year worthy of the 
occasion. 

Morbid Specimens.—Several interesting post-mortem 
specimens were exhibited and an informal discussion on Con- 
tagious Abortion, opened by Mr. Wartiey Baker, proved 
very entertaining. 

Tea was served by the kindness of Mr. J. B. Tutt, whose 
hospitality was much appreciated. 

J. Facer, Hon, Secretary. 


NatTionaAL BrEEF SCHEME. 


The Minister of Agriculture ‘and Fisheries, and the 
Secretary of State for Scotland, have jointly appointed a 
committee to review the progress made by the English and 
Scottish schemes for grading and marking beef according 
to the regulations made under the Agricultural Produce 
(Grading and Marking) Act, 1928, and to make recom- 
mendations in relation to the future extension and admin- 
istration of these schemes. 


Egg-production increase impossible through Drugs.— 
The American Department of Agriculture states definitely 
that no known drug or combination of drugs when fed to 
poultry will increase egg production. It has objected 
repeatedly to the use of any label on drug preparations 
for fowls which indicates that the preparations will increas« 
egg production, and will continue actively its action against 
any preparations appearing in interstate commerce violat- 
ing the law in this manner. 
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From Che Weterinavian, 
January, 1830. 


The Symptoms and Cure of Navicular 
Disease in the Feet of Horses. 


By Mr. James Turner, Veterinary Surgeon, Regent Street, 
London. 


(Read at the Veterinary Medical Society, December 4th, 
1829). 


(Continued from page 378.) 


On THE MEANS BY WHICH THE COFFIN AND NaVICULAR BONES 
MAY REGAIN THEIR ORIGINAL STATIONS, AND BE RETAINED 
‘THEREIN. 


Here, Gentlemen, in my humble opinion, has been the 
stumbling block. It is known and admitted that the 
ancient, as well as modern, veterinarians were successful 
in removing this lameness for a shorter or longer period ; 
but books, both of the old and new school, abound with 
the fact of the too frequent recurrence of the disease, and 
its termination in permanent lameness. A most formidable 
barrier has been suffered to remain, which has rendered 
our skill abortive, even after we have removed the lameness 
and quelled all inflammation within the joint; for just here, 
too often, our exertions have ceased, having only subdued, 
though not crushed the enemy; that is, we have quieted the 
inflamed parts, but actually left them in the same state 
of dangerous encroachment on each other as had before 
proved the predisposing cause of lameness; vis., the un- 
natural elevation of the navicular bone and heels of the 
coffin bone; therefore, a less assemblage of concurring 
circumstances than before will be sufficient to establish 
another attack of lameness, and much less of the immediate 
or exciting cause after each succeeding attack. But, to 
speak more plainly, if one bustling trot over the stones 
from this place to Mile End would not effect it, a very few 
journeys of that sort, in quick succession, would almost 
ensure it. 

Nevertheless, these elevated coffin and navicular bones 
are not to be put down in the first instance by any 
compulsory nieasures whatever; but the treatment should 
commence with the soothing system, vis., the abatement 
of inflammation, by abstracting blood locally, until the 
system is affected generally. 

Six quarts of blood to be drawn at one operation from an 
artery encircling the lower edge and toe of the coffin bone, 
the hoof having been prepared as follows: The sole to 
be pared till small specks of blood begin to appear at every 
part; the bars to be entirely removed; and those channels 
or commissures between the bars and the frog to be ex- 
cavated with a narrow drawing-knife to the quick, from 
end to end, the projecting part of the crust, which forms 
the ground surface, to be somewhat levelled with the rasp 
from toe to heels; but the shortening of the toe and lower- 
ing of the heels to be deferred till another stage of the 
treatment. mn 

The next process which I have to recommend, I am 
apprehensive many practitioners may view as a most 
unwarrantable violation of nature. 

It consists in the entire removal of crust or wall at 
the inside heel, and of the bar adjoining, with rasp and 
drawing-knife, as near to the laminz as possible, without 
drawing blood, and extending this excision along the 
quarter, according to the urgency of the case, and the period 
of time allotted by the owner for treatment and rest, 
thereby leaving the inside quarter isolated from the other 
parts of the hoof. The direct object in view for sacrificing 
a portion of hoof so slow of growth being to unfetter the 
inside heel of the coffin bone by removing lateral pressure 
from that wing of the bone, but, after all, it must be 


admitted that it is only the deprivation of an offending 
body, and I am urged to do this, not merely because I 
know it will grow again, but because I also know it will 
be my own fault if it is not reproduced in such an ex- 
panded direction as mainly to contribute towards the cure. 

However, I generally find it prudent not to penetrate 
into the quarter more than about half an inch anterior 
to the heel of the coffin bone, terminating the scalp 
abruptly, which extends from the upper part to the basis 
of the crust in a straight line, preserving all the other 
parts of the quarter in nearly their natural substance ; but 
this extensive sacrifice of crust may be quite uncalled for 
in many of the recent cases of lameness. 

A bar shoe bearing on the outside quarter, and slightly 
on the frog, is now to be fitted to the foot upon the 
unfettered or side-nail plan, but previous to its application 
the artery at the inside toe to be opened, and the blood 
drawn as described; the shoe to be then applied, and the 
foot and coronet immersed in some cold emollient paste. 

Half a dose of purging physic should be given, and the 
horse turned loose into a large box, without exercise, his 
diet the same as in physic, the emollient paste to be 
applied the next day, lukewarm, and repeated daily. 

About the third or fourth day he may commence walking 
exercise, on litter or a dry surface. About the fifth or sixth 
day after the operation, the shoe to be removed, and, if 
the orifice of the bleeding place is found to be healed, 
and free from fester, the blood-letting is to be repeated 
on the opposite toe, approaching towards the outside quar- 
ter. Immediately before the repetition of the bleeding is 
the proper time to lower the heels and shorten the toe 
as much as they will bear, yet taking particular care to 
leave a sufficient body of crust, at every part, to afford 
a solid basis for the shoe to rest upon, except at the 
inside heel, which has before been directed to be entirely 
removed. 

With this fresh paring of the foot, the shoe will require 
to be refitted, and a single hole punched in the inside 
quarter, in order to receive a nail as a substitute for the 
one necessarily left out at the second perforation in 
bleeding. 

The emollient paste and half dose of physic to be 
repeated, and the horse kept quiet for two or three days, 
after which time his exercise should not exceed a foot’s 
pace. In about a week from the second bleeding the sole 
and commissures will bear another trimming, but the crust, 
bars and frog, should now be allowed to grow. 

At this stage of the case, an ointment composed of tar 
and hog’s lard should be applied cold to the sole, instead of 
the emollient paste, which may be still continued to the 
crust. 

What has been said applies to a case of lameness of 
one foot only. When both fore feet are affected, I usually 
take about five quarts of blood from the lamer foot, and 
two quarts from the other, 4n the same day. 

The sole and every part of the hoof should now be 
suffered to grow unmolested, except the toe, which is to be 
abruptly shortened at the expiration of every fortnight, 
regardless of the disfigurement of the foot, only taking 
care not to risk suppuration or fester by approaching too 
near the quick. This, however, must be deferred till the 
horn at the bleeding orifice is sufficiently restored to allow 
of the horse standing without shoes, which may be soon 
discontinued, provided the patient is turned in the daystime 
into a loose box floored with sawdust, which should be 
watered daily. 

I have a twofold object in view for shortening the toe 
to an extreme during rest under treatment; the principal 
one consists in rendering the front part of the foot very 
sore, so as to induce the animal to transfer his weight 
more towards the back part of his foot, and on the 
navicular bone, thus rendering every minute that ‘the 
horse stands conducive to the depression of the navicular 
bone and heels of the coffin bone. But it should be ob- 
served that I am not urging the patient to bear his weight 
on the diseased joint till after its inflamed vessels have 
been relieved by the blood-letting. 

The other advantage accruing from the removal of the 
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toe is, the freedom which it affords to the quarters, by 
diminishing the great resisting power of the crust (which 
is generally morbidly strong at the toe in navicular iame- 
ness), and thereby favouring the return of the navicular 
bone, and heels of the coffin, to their natural situations in 
the horny box. 

Those of the old school were accustomed to rasp the 
crust in front nearly to the quick, from the coronet three- 
fourths down, a practice which is now quite discarded, 
and, in my opinion, with sound reason, owing to a practical 
inconvenience which almost invariably occurred from it, 
vis., a transverse fissure or cleft between the new foot and 
the old, when the crust had grown about three parts down, 
and of itself a source of pain and lameness. The plan 
I propose is exactly the reverse, and consists in removing 
only that lower portion of the crust which they as studiously 
retained. 

But there is another old method deserving of notice, 
which is that of applying a high patten shoe to the sound 
foot, for the purpose of compelling the horse to stand upon 
the lame one, and which I highly approve as a principle 
in the treatment of these cases, but I much doubt whether 
it answers the intended purpose in the manner it is usually 
employed. It undoubtedly does oblige the groggy horse 
to bear more weight on the lame foot than he would have 
done without such constraint ; but let us see how the suffer- 
ing animal instinctively disposes of this distressing burden : 
his coffin bone being sound, and his navicular bone being 
diseased, and perhaps carious, he will therefore naturally 
incline his weight towards the front of the foot, or fore 
part of the coffin bone. This will have no tendency to 
depress the heels of that bone, which, in my humble 
opinion, is of paramount importance, With regard to the 
application of blisters to the coronet, I am enabled to 
assert that I have radically cured very numerous navicular 
cases by the aforementioned treatment without their aid, 
yet cases of this disease do occur in which I consider them 
important auxiliaries. 

It may probably be expected that I should remark on 
frog sctons. | have only to observe that | do not adopt 
them, and I will here state my reasons. 

As the treatment which I have recommended tends to 
restore lost functions to those highly-elastic organs which 
are placed at the posterior parts of the foot, partly by 
conciliatory measures, as well as by some coercive means 
united, such as will induce the animal to stand again on 
his heels and back sinews instead of his toes and extensor 
tendons, I cannot with consistency pierce a deep hole 
through the horny and sensible frog, the very organ, of all, 
I am most anxious for the animal voluntarily to recline 
his weight upon during the progress of cure. 

(To be continued.) 


Royal Army Veterinary Corps Golfiing Society. 


1930. MEETING. 


The Annual Meeting of the Society will be held, by the 
kind permission of the North Hants Golf Club, at Fleet, 
on May 14th and 15th, 1930. 


PROGRAMME OF EVENTS. 


First Day: Morning. 

(a) Eighteen holes Singles (medal play), Serateh for 
R.A.V.C. Challenge Cup. 

(b) Eighteen holes Singles (medal play), under Handi- 
cap, for R.A.V.C. Founder’s Cup. 

These two events wil! be carried out concurrently. 


Afternoon. 
Eighteen holes Foursome (medal play), under Handi- 
cap for a prize value two guineas. 


Second Day: Morning. 

Eighteen holes Singles play, under Handicap, v. Bogey, 
for a Cup presented by the Captain of the Society (Major 
G. T. T. Jackson). Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 


Afternoon. 
Eighteen holes Foursome play, under Handicap, v. 
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Bogey for a prize value two guineas. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 
There will be optional sweepstakes of 2s. 6d. on each 
handicap event, 


NoTEs. 

1. The R.A.V.C. Challenge and Founder's Cup.—No 
competitor may take more than one of these prizes. 

2. Competitors may choose their own partners, and 
should inform the Hon. Secretary of the names of their 
partners when entering. In the event of their inability to 
do so, the Hon. Secretary will arrange, Competitors must 
declare their lowest club handicap before commencement 
of play. 

3. Competitors should be ready to start at 10 a.m. Order 
of starting will be arranged by the Hon. Secretary. 

4, Members are requested to notify the Hon. Secretary 
of the Society : c/o Station Veterinary Hospital, Aldershot, 
Hants (Telephone, Military 102), as early as possible :-— 

(a) Whether it is their intention to be present at the 
Meeting—to enable the necessary arrangements re meals, 
etc., to be made. 

(b) Whether they want caddies. 

5. Accommodation: Station Hotel, Fleet; Golf Club 
House (very limited). Those desiring accommodation at 
the Club House should inform the Hon. Secretary as soon 
as possible. 

The above competitions are open to officers of the 
Territorial Forces (Serving and retired) and ex-temporary 
officers of the Corps. 


Science and Animal Breeding. 


CONTROL OF VITAL PROCESSES. 


Professor F. A. E. Crew, of the Animal Breeding Re- 
search Department, University of Edinburgh, in a paper 
which he read before the Royal Society of Arts, agreed 
that agriculturists were somewhat contemptuous of re- 
search. They held that nothing but the immediate in- 
creasing of the margin in favour of the producer could 
save the situation. It was for this reason that agricultur- 
ists received proposals which in their opinion could have 
no immediate effect on the producer’s margin of profit 
with but scanty enthusiasm. 

Yet it had to be recognised that never in all the history 
of agriculture in this country had the economics of breeding 
demanded more careful consideration than now. Advances 
in knowledge of the principles of breeding, which were 
the substance of the science of genetics, had been such 
that to-day the actual value of a particular system of 
breeding Was to be assessed only by one versed in genetical 
science, and no breeder could afford to neglect develop- 
ments in this science, for progress in the technique of 
breeding would seem to be possible «nly through the 
disclosure of relevant knowledge through scientific investi- 
gation and through the democratisation ot this knowledge. 

During recent years work in the field of endocrinology 
had been exceedingly active, and to-day we were in posses- 
sion of a great body of scientific fact which bore directly 
upon the problems of live stock breeding. If we examined 
these problems we found that they referred to the pheno- 
mena of growth, fecundity, fertility, lactation, and meta- 
bolic rate. It was in respect of these that the good type 
differed from the bad. Moreover, it was differences in 
the rate of growth, ultimate body size, the degree of 
fertility, the duration and intensity of lactation, and in 
the level of metabolism that distinguished the present-day 
domestic stock from their wild progenitors. Now it was 
established beyond all doubt that differences in these 
characters were directly referable to the action of certain 
endocrine glands, especially to that of the pituitary. 

The future would see a very widespread application of 
the facts of endocrinology to the problems of animal breed- 
ing. That which at present was attained only by the 
exceedingly slow process of selective breeding would be 
achieved in each generation by the administration of the 
appropriate endocrine product prepared by the biochemist, 
—The Times, 
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Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest fo 
inclusion in these columns. 


May 5th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., 4.30 p.m., at 
2 Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, 
W.C.1. 

May  8th.—Last day for receipt of nominations 
to Council, R.C.V.S. 

May 13th.—Meeting of the Midland Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Birming- 
ham. 

May 13th.—Meeting of the Derbyshire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Derby. 

May 2Ist.—Meeting of the Lancashire Division 
at Manchester, 

May 22nd.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers and An- 
nual Report issued. 

May 29th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers due to be 
returned. 

June 5th. —R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting, 
Royal College of Surgeons, 
Dublin. Followed by Annual 
General Meeting of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 
R.C.V.S. Annual Dinner. 

June 13th.—D.V.S.M. Written Examinations. 

June 16th.—D.V.S.M. Oral Examination com- 

mences. 

July  =2nd.—R.C.V.S. Quarterly Meetings. 

July 3rd.—R.C.V.S. Quarterly Meetings. 

July 4th.—R.C.V.S. Quarterly Meetings. 

July 7th.—R.C.V.S. Membership Examina- 

tion commences. 


AUGUST 4th to 9th.—1ith INTERNATIONAL 
VETERINARY CONGRESS, CENTRAL 
HALL, WESTMINSTER. 


R.C.V.S. Council Election. 


Three further nominations have been received, namely, 
those of Captain W. G. Wragg, Chief Superintending 
Inspector of the Diseases of Animals Division, Ministry of 
Agriculture (proposed by Sir John MeFadyean and Mr. 
G. P. Male); Mr. William Nairn, of Blairgowrie (proposed 
by Dr. O. Charnock Bradley and Mr. William C. Miller) 
and Mr. Andrew Spreull, Dundee (proposed by Dr. O. 


Charnock Bradley and Prof. R. G. Linton). There are, 


now 15 candidates for ten vacancies. The last date for 
nominations is, as shown above, May &th. 


Personal. 


The Invalids.--We are deeply concerned to learn that 
no improvement has taken place in the grave condition 
of Mr. J. H. Carter, of Henley-on-Thames, of whose ill- 
ness we informed our readers in a recent issue. 

Professor G. H. Wooldridge continues to make good 
progress towards recovery, and we are hopeful that his stay 
at a South Coast resort may soon result in his return to 
active. life amongst us. 


Varriage.—Epwarps-Younc.—At Bournemouth, — on 
April 23rd, Edward Price Edwards, .R.¢.v.S., late of 
Mold, to Evelyn Mary Young, of Liverpool, and Prestatyn, 
North Wales, 


Obituary. 


Bickrorp, T. L., Kingsbridge, Devon. Graduated 
London, March 24th, 1887. Died April 20th, 1930, age 65. 


Evpuick, on the 24th inst., at a nursing home in Edin- 
burgh, Jean Vallance, dearly loved wife of Edwin E. 
Elphick, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., Hastings, New Zealand, and 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


. 


In connection with the death of Mr. Bickford, a loca] 
paper states :— 

“Mr. Bickford, who was 65 years of age, was held 
in high respect by all classes. He was a skilled veterinary 
surgeon and held the confidence of agriculturists. Though 
somewhat brusque in his manner, those who knew him 
found beneath it a kindly heart. He did not take an active 
part in public affairs, but was a keen critic of matters 
that affected the welfare of his native town as well as of 
national affairs. Mr, Bickford was hon. veterinary surgeon 
to the Kingsbridge Agricultural Society from its founda- 
tion. He also acted in the same capacity to the South 
Pool Hunt. 

“Mr. Bickford was for some time in partnership with 
his father, but between 30 and 40 vears ago, when his 
lather decided to go to Australia, lie took over the business. 
About eight years ago his only daughter, Miss Jessie 
Bickford, died, and this was a great blow to him. He 
leaves a widow and an only son, Mr. Tom Bickford. 

“Arrangements have been made with Mr. Richardson, 
M.R.C.V.S., temporarily to carry on the business.” 


* Much sympathy will be felt for Captain J. M. Whyte, 
M.R.C.V.S., Of Tenbury, in the loss he has sustained by the 
death of his eldest brother, Dr. J. Mackie Whyte, who 
for many years was engaged in medical practice in Dun- 
dee,” says the Tenbury Wells Advertiser. 

“His association with Dundee began in 1884, when he 
Was appointed house surgeon at the Royal Infirmary. He 
started private practice in the city the following year, 
and soon became widely known as a skilful physician. 

“He took a valuable part in the development of the 
Medical School. In 1888 he became honorary pathologist 
at the Royal Infirmary, and in 1893 he was appointed 
to the post of visiting physician, which he held till 1922. 

“Throughout his long career he held a distinguished 
place in his profession and he won the regard of all classes 
in the community not only on account of his professional 
attainments, but by reason also of the fine public spirit 
he showed and of his kindly disposition.” 


Importation of Parrots. 
Ban sy Ministry oF 

On and after May 20th the importation into this country 
of parrots and all birds of the parrot species will be pro- 
hibited. The Ministry of Health has issued an_ order 
which stated that, in view of the fact that a considerable 
number of cases of psittacosis had occurred in England 
and Wales during the last two months, ‘‘ the Minister 
is satisfied that, for the protection of the public health, 
it is necessary to prohibit for the present the importation 
into this country of parrots, including in this term all 
birds of the parrot species.” 

The regulations do not prohibit the importation of any 
parrot: proved to be required for medical or veterinary 
research or which is consigned to the Zoological Society 
of London or to a person. specially authorised by the 
Minister to import parrots other than for sale. 

A“ parrot "’ means a bird of the species Psittaciformes, 


and includes any of the birds commonly called parrots, 
parrakeets, lovebirds, macaws, cockatoos, cockatiels, con- 
ures, caiques, lories, and lorikeets. Masters of ships are 
to notify the Customs and Excise officer of any parrot on 
‘board a vessel arriving in port, 
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In Parliament. 


Inspection of Cattle for Tuberculosis.—In a reply to Mr. 
Smithers, on April 17th, Mr. Greenwood asserted tha* an 
increasing number of local authorities are carrying out 
regular veterinary inspections of cattle and having samples 
of milk tested for tubercle bacilli, with a view to the exer- 
cise of their powers under the Milk and Dairies Act. He did 
not propose to introduce any further legislation on this 
subject at present, but was in consultation with the Minister 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, with a view to the issue of a 
circular to local authorities indicating further steps which 
they might advantageously take under existing powers. For 
this purpose he would have regard to the views of the 
medical and veterinary advisers of the two departments, 
as well as those of other members of the two professions. 


Army Veterinary Service. 


Lonpon GazeTreE—War OrricE—REGULAR ARMY. 
April 22nd.—Major and Bt. Lt.-Col. W. H. Walker, 
D.S.0., O.B.E., to be Lt.-Col. (April 15th). 


MOVEMENTS OF OFFICERS. 


Brigadier A. J. Williams, p.s.o., Director of Veterinary 
Services, Army Headquarters, India, is now in this country 
on leave. He is at present in King Edward VII Hospital 
for Officers, Grosvenor Crescent, S.W.1. 

Major G. Lloyd, D.s.o., who arrived home from India 
on April 1st, 1930, has been posted to Woolwich, and 
assumed duty as Officer-in-Charge, R.A.V.C. Records and 
Army Veterinary Stores, on April 15th, in succession to 
Major L. Danels. 

Major L. Danels was appointed Assistant Director- 
General, Army Veterinary Services, War Office, with effect 
from April 15th, in succession to Lieut.-Colonel W. H. 
Walker, D.S.0., 0.8.E- 

Lieut.-Colonel W. H. Walker, D.s.0., 0.B.E., was posted 
to the Eastern Command for duty, with effect from April 
15th, on vacating the appointment of A.D.G., A.V.S., War 
Office. 


Erratym.—For Specified Diseases read Specific. 
Diseases *’ as the heading of the last section of Mr. S. J. 
Motton’s paper published in our last issue (page 366, 
column ii). 


Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 
All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 


tributor for publication. 
The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 


his correspondents. 


R.C.V.S. Dublin Meeting. 


To tHe Epiror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—Will you please allow me space to announce that 
it is proposed to organise a party to visit Dublin on 
June 5th, on the occasion of the Annual General Meeting 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. The meeting 
will be held at 12 noon, and a dinner is being arranged 
for the evening, of which particulars will be announced 
shortly. If a minimum of 20 members can be guaranteed 
for the journey, a reduction in fares will be possible. I 
should be glad, therefore, if those members who desire 
to attend these functions in Dublin would communicate 
with me not later than May 15th, stating whether they 
would prefer to travel by night or day service. Messrs. 
Pickfords will then issue full particulars of the terms of 
the excursion, and supply information as to a motor-coach 
tour on Thursday afternoon. 

Yours faithfully, 
Frep. BULLocK, Secretary. 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10 Red Lion Square, 
‘ London, W.C.1. — 
April 29th, 1930, 


‘“* The Kick of a Deer.”’ 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—In one of the issues of the Veterinary Record dated 
a few months ago, there appeared a remark by a corres- 
pondent on “‘ the force of the kick of a deer.” Living 
in a country where deer are in abundance, and where they 
can be seen on the “ Ilanos ”’ (plains) in small herds often 
amongst the cattle, the above remark interests me im- 
mensely. 

We often hear of the force of arm of a famous boxer 
landing on his opponent like the xick of a horse, or as 
active and soft as the paw of a cat on a mouse, but I 
have never yet heard of a boxer’s agility and force of arm 
being compared to the kick of a deer, It is also said 
that the ostrich has a more powerful kick than a horse. 
In the famous book ‘‘All Quiet on the Western Front ”’ 
there appears an account of two soldiers who, having a 
craving for roast goose, decided one night to enter the 
shed of the Regimental Headquarters to steal a goose, but 
found it far more difficult than they had anticipated on 
account of the forceful kick of the bird.’”” I make a 
jump, I catch hold of one, and the next instant the second. 
Like a madman I bash their heads against the wall to 
stun them. But I hav’nt quite enough weight. The 
beasts cackle and strike out with their feet and wings. 
I fight desperately, but Lord! What a kick a goose has! 
They struggle and I stagger about,” etc., etc., etc. 

Quite recently while hunting deer on the plains, one of our 
dogs, a cross-bred hound, chased a deer out of a thicket, 
and no sooner were they in the open with the dog close on 
the heels of the deer, than the latter made a kind of spring 
into the air and at the same time kicked the dog, which 
uttered a cry and rolled on the ground. We examined 
the dog and could distinctly hear and feel crepitations 
around the shoulder joint. One of the party, a medical 
man, informed me that he had often witnessed such a 
case. This no doubt appears strange—that a small animal 
like the deer has the knack of landing such a powerful 
kick as to fracture a hound’s limb when often a much 
larger animal possesses no such power. 

There are two classes of deer in this country; one is 
the small mountain deer which rarely comes down to the 
lowland, the other being a little larger than the average 
goat, and this is the one found on the plains and which 
is often hunted. The male possesses very fine antlers 
which are one of its weapons of attack as well as defence 
during the rutting season, but sometimes, during the 
combat between two males, the antlers prove fatal to both. 
Quite recently we found the skeletons of two males with 
the antlers interlocked. Like the horse, the deer can 
make good use of its legs also as' weapons of defence. 

I am, 
Yours truly, 
Epwarp Morean. 

Guataparo, 

Valencia, 
Venezuela. 
April 11th, 1930. 


Presentation to Dr. R. Stewart MacDougall. 


To tHE Epiror OF THE VETERINARY REcoRD. 

Sir,—Some weeks ago you were good enough to afford 
me space in which to announce the initiation of a subscrip- 
tion list for the above purpose. 

I should esteem it a favour if you would now allow 
me to intimate that it is proposed to close the list on 
June 15th. 

Yours faithfully, 


O. CHarnock Brap.ey. 


Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh. 
April 28th, 1930, 
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